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/ went by the field of the slothful, and by the v'meyard 
ttf the man void of understanding: and lo ! it Xi:as 
all grown over zvith thorns; 7ie files had covered thh 
face thereof, and the stone-tcall thereof was" iProkea 
down. Then I saw, and considered it well: I loohid 
tipon it, and recdted instruction. 
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PHEFACE. 



THE following jpages were occa-- 
stoned hy the Writer's observing several 
persons^ of whom he had formerly enter^ 
tained a favourable opinion^ and with 
zs}ho7n he had walked ki christian feihw- 
shipj having fallen, either from the doc^ 
trine, or practice . of, pure religion. A 
view of their unhappy condition made a 
deep impression^ upon-;, hi» mind. If he 
has been enabled to ^iesanbe the case 
of a backslider to any good purpose, it 
has been chiefly ozting to this circum- 
stance. He hopes that, though it was 
writtcji with a special eye to a few, it 
m>ay yet be useful to many. 



THE 



BACKSLIDER, 



W 



HETHER the prefent age 
be worfe than others which have preceded 
it, I Ihall not determine; but this is jnani* 
fell, that it abounds not only in infidelity 
and profligacy, but with great numbers of 
loofe characters among profeffing chrifti- 
ans. It is true there are fome eminently 
zealous and fpiritual, perhaps as much lb 
as at ahnoft any former period: the difni- 
terefted concern which has appeared for the 
difFufion of evangelical religion is doubt- 
lefs a hopefiil feature of our times: yet it 
is no lefs evident that others are in a fad 
degree conformed to this world, inftead 
of being transformed by the renewing of 
their minds. Even of thofe who retain a 
decency of charafter, many are funk inta 
n Laodicean lukewarmnefs. Profeflbrs are 

B 



6 General nature 

continually falling away from Chiift; ei- 
ther totally, fo as to walk no more with 
liim; or partially, fo as greatly to diflio- 
iiour his name. Alas, how many charac- 
ters of this defcription are to be found in 
our congregations! If we only review the 
progrefs of things for twenty or thirty 
years paft, we lliall perceive many who 
once bid fair for the kingdom of heaven 
now fallen a prey to the temptations of the 
world. Like the blolfoms in the fpring, 
they for a time excited our hopes : but a 
blight has fucceeded ; the bloffom has gotie 
Up as the dujiy and the root in many cafes 
appears to be rottennefs. 

It is one important branch of the work 
of a faithful pallor to ftrengthen the dif- 
eafed, to heal the fick, to bind up the bro- 
ken, to bring again that which is driven 
away, and to feek that which is loft.'* If 
thefe pages might fall into the hands of 
but a few of the above defcription and con- 
tribute in any degree to their recovery from 
the fnare of the devil, the writer will be 
amply rewarded. It is a pleafure to recover 

* £zek, xxxiv. 4. 
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any finncr from the error of his way; hut 
much more thofeof whom we once thought 
favourably, llie place which tliey formerly 
occupied in our efteem, our hopes, and our 
fbcial exercifes, now feems to be a kind 
of chafm, which can only be filled up by 
the return of the party. If a child depart 
from his father's hoafe, aivd plunge into 
profligacy and ruin, the father may have 
other children, and may love them; but 
none of them can heal his wound, nor any 
thing fatisfy him, but the returu of him 
i[vho was loji. 

In purfuit of this defii*able objefl, I 
iJiall defcribe the nature and different fpe- 
cies of backfliding from God — Notice the 
fymptoms of it — Trace its injurious and 
dangerous effeds — And point out the meapa 
of recovery. 

On the general nature and differ- 
ent SPECIES OF BACKSLIDING. 

All backfliding from God originates in 
a departure of heart from him : herein con- 
fifts the eflence and the evil of it. Tlww 
B 2 



J^ General nature 

own wickednefs Jkall correct thee^ and thy 
iack/lidings Jkall reprove thee : k?iori\ ihere^ 
forCy and fee y that it is an evil thing and 
bitter^ that thou hast.¥Orsaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my Jear is not 
in thee, faith the Lord of }ioJis. * But the 
degrees of this fin, and the modes in which 
it operates, are various* , 

The backfliding of fome is total. — After 
having made a profeffion of the true reli- 
gion, they apoftatize from it. I am aware 
It is common to confider a backflider as be- 
ing a good man, though in a bad date of 
mind: but the fcriptures do not confine 
the term to this application. Thofe who 
are addrefled in the paffage juft quoted, had 
not the fear of God in them, which can ne- 
ver be faid of a good man. Backfliding, 
it is true, always^ fuppofes a profeffion of 
'the true religion; but it does not neceffa- 
rily fuppofe the exiftence of the thing pro- 
feffed. There is a perpetual backfliding ^ 
and a drawing back unto perdition. f 
Such charafters were Saul, and Ahitophel, 
and Judas. Many perfons who have in a 

♦ Jer.ii. 19. t Cli. viii. 5. Hcb. x. Z^. 
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gi*eat degree declined the pradice of reli- 
gion, yet comfort themfelves with an idea 
that they fliall be brought to repentance 
before they die: but this is prefumptuoufly 
tempting God. Whofoever plunges into 
this gulph, or continues eafy in it, under 
an idea of being recovered by repentance, 
may find himfelf miftaken. Both Peter 
and Judas went in ; but only one of them 
came out! There is reafon to fear that 
thoufands of profeflbrs are now lifting up 
their eves in torment, M'ho in this world 
reckoned themfelves good men; who con- 
fidered their fins as pardonable errors, and 
laid their accounts with being brought to 
repentance: but, ere they were aware, the 
bridegroom, came, and they were not ready 
to meet him ! 

The nature and deadly tendency of 
fin is the fame in itfelf, whether in a wick- 
ed or in a righteous man: there is an im- 
portant difference however between the 
backfliding of the one, and that of the 
other. That of the hypocrite arifcs from 
his having 720 root in himfelf: tlierefore it 
is that in time of temptation he falleth. 
B 3 
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away: but that of the fiucere cliriftian re- 
ip€C)s the culture of the branch, and is 
owing to unwatchfulnefs, or remiffnefs in 
duty. The fii-ft, in turning back, returns 
to a courfe which his heart always prefer- 
red: the laft, though in what he does he 
is not abfolutely involuntary, for then it 
were innocent; yet it is not with a full or 
perfefl confent of will. Ke does not fin 
wilfuUif: that which he does he allozvs not : 
it. is againft the habitual difpojtiion of his 
foul: he is not himfdf, as we iliould fay, 
while fo a6ling.* Finally, the one, Avere 
it not for the remorfe of confcience which 
may continue to haunt him, and <lifturh his 
peace, would be in his elenaent in having 



* It is usual to denominate a character by his ha- 
bitual or ruling disposition, and not by occabional devi- 
ations from it. Thus when we hoar o£ him who was- 
famed for meekness, speaking unadxisedlif with his lips, 
we say this was not Moses; or of him who was distin- 
guished by his courageous avowal ©f his Lord, denying 
with oaths that he knew bim, we say this was not Peter. 
Both these great characters in these instances acted hc- 
ude themselves: It was not f/i«w, as it were, but sin that 
dwelt in thcra. See Heb, x. 26. Rom. vii, 15—25. 
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macfe a full riddance of religion : but this is 
not the cafe with the other. A life of devi- 
ation and diftance from God is not his ele- 
ment, nor can he enjoy himfelf in it. Thi* 
difference is remarkably exemplified in the 
cafes of Saul and David. The religion of 
the former never appears to have fitted 
him: he was continually afting aukwardly 
with it, and prefently thrcw itafide. If in 
addition to this he could have forgotten it, 
and lived without being terrified by the 
apprehcnfion of confequences, he would 
doubtlefs have been much the happier for 
having caft it off. But when the latter 
had finned, he was not like the raven 
which went forth of the ark, and came no 
more; but like the dove which could fi^nd 
no reft for the fole of her foot till flie re- 
turned. The thirty-fecond and thFrty- 
eighth pfalms exprefs the wretchednefs of 
his mind till he confeflCed his fin, and ob- 
, tained mercy. 

But whatever difference there be be- 
tween a partial and a total departure fron^ 
God, it will be difficult if not impoffible 
for tlie party himfelf at tlie time to ij^et- 
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ceive it; So long as any man continues ia 
a backfliding ftate, the reality of his reli- 
gion muft remain uncertain. He may not 
be without hope, nor ought he to be m ith- 
out fear. The fcriptures know nothing 
of that kind of confidence whicli renders 
men eafy in their fms. Paul flood in doube 
of the Galatians, and they ought to have 
flood in doubt of themfelves. — The fpecies 
of backfliding are various : fome refpe6fc 
do6lrine, others praftice; but all are the 
operations of a heart departing from the 
living God. 

In fome, a backfliding fpirit firfl ap- 
pears bi/ a relinquijlimeiit of evangelical doc- 
trine, — Where truth is treated merely as a 
matter of fpeculation, or as an opinion of 
no great moment, it is not held faji ; and 
where this is the cafe, it is eafily furren- 
dercd. If- a plaufible book, in favour of 
deifm, or any of thofe vain fyflenis M'liich 
nearly approach it, fall in their way, they 
are ready to yield; and by reading the per- 
formance a fecond time, or converfnio: 
with a perfon*who favours it, they nmke 
fliip wreck of their faith, and are driven oa 
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the rocks of infidelity. Such was the pro«» 
ceft iir the days of the apoftles: thofe 
^vlio received not the love of the truths 
were given up to believe a lie.^ 

If thefe departures from evangelical 
jprinciples were clofely examined, it would 
he found that they were preceded by a 
hegleft of private prayer, watchfulnefs, 
fielf-diffidence, and walking humbly with 
God; and every one may perceive that 
they are followed with fimilar effe6ls. It 
has been acknowledged by fome who have 
embraced the focinian fyftem, that fince 
they entertained thofe views, they had loft 
even the gift of prayer. Perhaps they 
might draw up and read An addrefs to the 
t Deity; but they could not pray. Where 
the principles of the gofpel are abandoned, 
the fpirit of prayer, and of all clofe walk- 
ing with God, will go with it. The con- 
feffion of Peter; that Jefus was the Chrijl, 
the Son of God, is thought to be that 
Avhich our Lord denominates the rock on 
Avhich he would build his church. We are 

fure that the belief of tins article of faith 

■■' ' - - • ■ ■ . ■■ ■ ■ ■ , . ,.... 

* SThess. ii. 10, 11. 
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Avas required as a kind of ted of chrifti- 
anity: and who can look into the ehriliian 
world with attention, and not perceive that 
it ftill continues a fort of key-ftone to the 
building? If this give way, the fabric 
falls. Backflidings of this nature are infi- 
nitely dangerous. He that declines in holy 
pra6tice has to labour againft the remon- 
ftrances of confcience: but he that brings 
himfelf to think lightly of fin, and meanly 
of the Saviour, (which is what eveiy falle 
fyftem of religion teaches) has gone far 
towards filenciog the accufations of this 
unpleafant monitor. He is upon good 
terms with hiiYifelf. The diforder of his 
foul is deep : but it is of a flattering na- 
ture. The declenfion of ferious religion 
in him is no lefe apparent to others, thaa 
that of the conftitution by a confuming 
heftic : yet, as is common in fuch cafes, 
the party himfelf thinks he fhall do well. 
In fliort, the light which is in him is dark- 
nefs; and this is the greateft of all darknefs I 

In others, a departure of heart from 
God is followeil by falling into fomt grof^ 
immorality. — ^There are inlUnces in which 
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a firddei) mifcondu6l of this fort has been 
overruled fof the awakening of the mind 
from its ftupor, and divefting it of its felf- 
confidence. It was manifeftly thus with 
the apoftle Peter. The ftumbh'ng of fuch 
perfons is not that they fliould fall; but ra- 
ther that they fliould (land with greater 
care and firmnefs. But the greateft danger 
arifes from thofe cafes where fonie luft ot 
the flefli has gradually obtained an afcen- 
dency over the hearty fo tliat when the 
fubjecl of it falls in the eyes of the world, 
it is only appearing to be what he has long 
been in fecret ; and the firft wi*ong ftcp 
that he makes, inftead of alarming him, 
and occafioning his going afide to weep 
bitterly, is only the prelude of a faccef- 
lion of others. This is not the fall of one 
who is overtaken in a fault; but of one 
who is entangled in the net of his own 
corruptions. One fin prepares the way for 
another. Like the jnfeft infolded in the 
fpider's web, he lofes all power of refift- 
ance, . and falls a prey to the deftroyer. 
Some, have fallen facrifices to intempe- 
i^ance, not by being overtaken in a fingle 



1 6 Particular /pedes 

a6i; of intojcication y but by contra6ling 
a habit of hard drinking. Firft, it was 
indulged in private, perhaps under fome 
outward trouble, inftead of carrying it to 
a throne of grace. In a little time its de- 
mands increafed. At length, it could no 
longer be kept a fecret; reafon was enflaved 
to fenfe, and the chriftiari profeffor funk.- 
below the man ! Others have indulged in 
impurity. Intimacies which may have ari- 
fen from nothing worfe than a few impro* 
per familiarities; yea, which in fome iu- 
flanccs have originated in religion itlelf, 
through the coiTupt propenfities of the hu- 
man heart, which turns every thing it 
touches into poifon, have been known to 
produce the mod fatal efFe6ls. Paffions of 
this fort once kindled will foon poflefs all 
the foul. They leave no room for any thing 
that Ihould refift them; not only confum- 
ing every fpirrtual defire and holy thought, 
but banifliing from the mind even the fober 
diftates of reafon;. reducing the moft ex- 
alted chara6lers to the rank of fools in Is- 
rael. Near thefe rocks are feen many a. 
floating wreck; and among tliefe quick- 
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iands numbers, who once bid fair for the 
baven of everlafting life. 

Another \ray in which a departure from 
God very often operates, is, by the hoe of 
thew9rld. — It is not uncommon for perfons 
who once api>eared to be zealous, affeflion- 
ate, and devoted to God, when they come 
to be fettled in life, and to enter into its 
neceffaiy avocations, to lofe all heart for re- 
ligion, and take no delight in any thing but 
laving money. This, it is true, is not ge- 
nerally confidei^ by the world\as difrepu- 
table; on the contrary, provided we be fair 
in our dealings, it is reckoned a mark of 
wifdom. A fen xtill praife thee zvhen thou 
4oeJl xvellfor thyfelf. Such a one, fay they, 
, is a difcreel; man, and one that knows how 
to fecure the mam cha92ce. Yet the fcrip* 
tares are very decifive againft fuch charac* 
ters. This is the fin which they denomi- 
nate the lii/i of the eye.* Tlie cares, and 
riches, and pleafures of this life, are de» 
fcribed as choahing the word^ and rendering 
it unfruitful. It is worthy of fpecial notice, 

» ^l^y ■■■■■ ■ ■■ ■ 1^.^11—, I ■ ■■ ■ ■ — ^^— — — u^—i^fc—— — — H^ ■ 

* 1 John ii. ifi . 
C 
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that when our Lord had warned his follow- 
ers to take heed and bexvare of covetovfnefs^' 
tlie example which he gives of this fin is 
»ot of one that was a,plunderer of other 
men's property, an unfair dealer, or an op- 
preffor of the poor; but of a certain rich 
man who ft ground brought forth plentifully; 
and whofe only objed appeared to be, firft 
to acquire a handfome fortune, and then, 
to retire from bufinefs and live at his eafe.* 
This alfo appears to be the charafter which 
is bleffed by ; wicked, mep, h\xt abhorred of 
God.'\ A man who deals unfairly with 
men, gains not their bieffing, . but their 
Gurfe. Men in geineral regard only them- 
felves: fo long, therefoi-e„ as any perfon 
deals juftly with them, th^ care not what 
his conduft is towards God, But it is af- 
fefthig to think that the very charafter 
which they blefs ajd envy, Go<r abhors. 
The decifiQn of heaven is nothing lefs than 
tliis, Jf any fuan love the worlds the love of 
the Father ,is not in Aim. J So far is the 
love of this world from being the lefs dan- 
gerous on account of its falling- fo little 
._ f - — — * — ■ — — ^— ^-^^^— —— ^ ■ ■ 

♦ Luke xii. 15, 21. f Ps, x. 3. J 1 John iu 15. 
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under human cenfure, that it is the more 
Ilo, If we be guilty of any thing which 
expofes us to the reproach of mankind, 
fuch reproach may aflift the remonilrances 
of confcience, and of God, in carrying 
conviction to our bofoms; but of that for 
which the world acquits us, ve fliall be 
exceedingly difpofed to acquit ourfelves. 

It has long appeared to me that this 
ipecies of covetoufnefs will, in all proba- 
bility, prove the eternal overthrow of more 
charafters among profeffing people than ai- 
med any other fin; and this becaufe it is 
almoft the only fin which may be indulged, 
and a profeffion of religion at the fam* 
time fupported. If a man be a drunkard, 
a fornicator, an adulterer, or a liar; if he 
rob his neighbour, opprefs the poor, or 
deal unjuftly, he muft give up his preten* 
ces to religion ; or if not, his religious 
connexions, if they are worthy of being 
fo denominated, wiU give him up: but he 
may love the worlds and the things of the 
world, and at the fame time retain his cha- 
rafter. If the depravity of the human 
c 2 
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heart be not fubdued by the grace bf 
God, it will operate. If a dam be placed 
acrofs fome of its ordinary channels, it will 
flow with greater depth and rapidity in 
thbfe which remain. It is thus^ perhaps, 
that avarice is moft prevalent in old age, 
when the power of purfuing other vices has 
in agi'cat meafufe ftibfided. And thus It 
is with religious profeffors whofe hearts are 
not right with God. They cannot figure 
away with the prophane, nor indulge in 
grofs immoralities: but they can love the 
world fuprejnely, to the negleO; of God^ 
and be fcarcely amenable to human judg- 
ment. 

And whatever may prove the over- 
throw of a mere profeffor, may be a temp- 
tation to a good man, atid greatly injure 
his foul. Of this the cafe nf Lot^ when he 
parted with Abraham, furtiilhes an afte6t- 
Sng example. When a fituation was put to 
his choice, he lifted up his ei/es, and beheld 
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well wa- 
tered every where; and he toolt up his refi- 
deuce in Sodom. He had bettier have dwelt 
in a wildernefs, than among that debauched 
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people: but he confulted worldly advan- 
tages, and the fpiritual well-being of his 
family was overlooked. And what was 
the cpnfequence? It is true, he was a 
^righteous riian, and his righteous foul was 
•grieved with the filthy converfation of the 
'kicked from day to day: but he could 
have very little influence over them, while 
they, on the contraiy, found means of 
communicating their odious vices to his 
family. Some of his daughters appear to 
have been married while in Sodom, anil 
when the city.was to.be deftroyed, neithei* 
they nor their hufbands could be perfuaded 
to make their efcape, and fo probably pe- 
riflied in the overthrow. The heart ^Mh 
wife was fo attached^ it feems, to whatiflie 
had left behind, that flie muft. needs. :/(?o^' 
back; for >vhich flie was rendered a mpuu- 
ment of divine difpleafure. And as to/his 
two fingle daughters, thpugh they efcaped 
witli him to the .ipQuntain, yet they. had 
learnt fo much of tli^ wave of Sodom as to 
, cover his old aije with infamy. . This, tQ- 
gether with the lofs of all his fubftai\.ce^ 

■ C^3. .. : . . 
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v:eTe the fruits of the well<vatered plairi, 
which he had fixed his eyes upon, to the 
iiegle6l of his fpiritual intereft. Yet ho\v 
frequently is the fame partTafted over 
again. In the choice of fettlements for 
ourfelves, or our children, how common 
is it to overlook the immorality of tlte 
place, the irreligiousnefs of the connex- 
ions, or the want of a gofpel miniftry ; and 
to dire^ our enquires only to temporal ad- 
vatitages. From* the fame principle alfo 
many have dealt largely in fpeculation, and 
plunged into engagements far bey oild their 
circumftances. The hope of making a 
fortune, as it is termed, by fome lucky hit, 
draws them into meafures which ruin not 
only themfelves, but many who confide in 
them. That mere worldly men fliould aft 
;itt this manner, is not a matter of furprife; 
but that men profefling to fear God ihould 
imitate them .... this is a lamentation^ and 
Jkall be for a lamentation. 

Farther, Many have fallen fecfifices 
not only to the love of the world, but to 
a conformity to it. — ^Thefe are not the fame 
thing, though frequently found in the fame 



Of Bach/Iidlng. 23 

peifon. Tlje objeft of the one is princi- 
pally the acquifition of wealth ; the other 
refpefts the manner of fpending it. That 
is often penurious; this wiflies to cut a fi- 
gure, and to appear like people of fafljion. 
The former is the luft of the eye; the latter 
is the pride of life. We need not aiFeft fin- 
gularity in things i indifferent; but to en- 
gage in the chafe of faihionable appear- 
ance, is not only, an indication of a vain 
and little mind, hut is certainly inconiif- 
tent with prefling towar^ls the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chrift Jefus. . The defirc of making an ap- 
pearance has ruined many people in their 
circum (lances, more in their chambers, 
and mod of all in their fouls. We may 
flatter ourfelves that Ave can pnrfue thefc 
things, and be religious at the fame time: 
but it is a miilake. The vanity of mind 
which they cherifli, eats up every thing of 
ar humble^ ferious, and holy nature : . ren- 
dering us an cafy prey to tetn|)tatit>n when 
folicited to do as others do in.an evil thing. 
A chriftian's rule is the revealed will of 
God; and where the cufloms of the worM 
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run counter to this, it is his bufmefs to 
withftand them, even though in fo doing 
he riiay have to withftand a multitude, yea, 
and a multitude of people of failiion: but if 
we feel ambitious of tlieir applaufe, we Ihall 
not be aHe to^ endure the fcorn which a 
fingularity of conduft will draw upon us. 
Thus we fliall be carried down the ft ream 
bv the courfe of this world ; and iliall 
either fall into the gulpli -of perdition, or 
if any good thing fli^xild .be found in us 
towards, the Lordi God of Ifrael, it will be 
almoft iridifcernible, and ufelefs. • Inftiort, 
fuch charafteriareiicei'tainly in a backflid- 
ing. ftate, whether ithey be ever recovered 
from it on not. The cafe of the Laodicean s 
feems to approach the .neareft to theirs of 
any ithing which in fcripture occui-s to me. 
They were neither cold nor hot; neither the 
decided friends of Chvift, tibr his:avowed 
enemies: they could not rciinquifli the 
world in favour of reliffioh,' vet neither 
could, they let religion alone. They were 
vainly puiFed iip with a notion of their 
.wealth, their .wifdom, and their finery.; 
iaying, / am rich, a fid increajed in good^-y 
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and have fieed of nothing: but in. the ac- 
count of the fs^ithfu] and true witnefs they 
vrcYc poo7*,. and wretchedj and miferablCy and 
blinds and naked. Such a decifioii ought to 
make us tremble at the thought of afpiring 
to imitate people of faihion. 

Finally, Th6re is Jinother fpecies of 
departure from God which it becomes me 
to notice, as many in the prefent ag6 have 
fallen facrifices to it. This is, taking an ea* 
ger and deep interefi in political di/putes.— 
The ftate of things in the world has of 
late been fuch as to attract the attention, 
and employ the converfation of all clafles 
of people. As fuccefs has attended each 
of the contending partieSj the minds of 
men, according to their views and attach- 
ments, have been affefted ; fome with fear 
and difmay, left their party interefts Ihould 
be ruined; others with the moft fanguine 
hopes, as if the Avorld were flioitly tp be 
emancipated, war abolilhed, and all de- 
grees of men rendered happy. This is one 
of thofe ftrong winds of temptation that 
occafionally arife in the troubled ocean of 
this world, againft which thofe who arc 
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bound to a better. had need to be on thexr 
guard. The flattering objefls held- out by 
revolutionifts were fo congenial with the 
wi(he3 of humanity, and their pretences to 
difintereiled philanthropy fo fair, that 
many religious . people, for a time, forgot 
their own principles. . While gazing on the 
fplendid fpedacle, it did not occur to 
them, that the wickedy whatever name they 

^ aflumed, would do wkkedlif. By obferving 
the progrefs of things, however, they have 
been convinced that all hopes of the date 
of mankind being eflentially meliorated by 
any means fliort of the prevalence of the 
gofpel, are vifionary, and have accordingly 

. turned their attention to better things. 
But fome have gone greater lengths. Their 
whole heart has been engaged in this pur- 
fuit. It has been their meat arid their 
drink : and this being the dafe, it is not fur* 
prifing that they have become indifferent 
to religion; for thefe things cannot confift 
with each other. It is not only contrary 
to the whole tenor of the New Teftament, 
but tends in its own nature to eat up true 
religion. If any worldly matter, however 
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lawiiil in itfelf, engage our attention inor- 
dinately, it becomes a fnare ; and more fo 
in matters that do not come within the line 
of our immediate duty. But if in attend- 
ing to it we are obliged to negleft what 
manifeftly is our duty, and to overleap the 
boundaries of God's holy word, let us look 
to it: beyond thofe boundaries is a pit, in 
which, there i^ rcafon to fear, great num- 
bers have been loft. There were many in 
the early ages of chriftianity who defpifcd 
govcmmentj and were not afraid to fpeak 
evil of dignities:' but were they good men? 
Far from it. They were profeffors of Chris- 
tianity however ; for they are faid to have 
efcaped the pollutiofis of the xvorld^ through 
the knoxvledge of Chrift: yea, and what is 
more, they had attained the charafter of 
chriftian teachers. But of whatdefcription?" 
Falfe teachers^ who privily brought in dam^^ 
nable herejies^ denying the Lord who bought' 
theniy bringing upon them/elves fivift de- 
Jiruction — whofe ways^ though foUoxved by 
nianyy were pernicious^ occafioning the way 
of truth to be evil fpoken of. * To copy 

♦ 2 Pet. ii. 
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the examples of fucli men is no light 
matter. 

When a man's thoughts and afFeftions 
are filled with fuch things as thefe, the 
fcriptures become a kind of dead lette?^ 
while the fpeeches and writings of politi- 
cians are the lively oracles : fpiritua Icon- 
verfation is unheard, or if introduced by 
others, confidered as a flat and uninterefting 
topic; and leifure hours, whether fitting 
in the houfe or walking by the way, in* 
flead of being employed in talking and 
meditating on divine fubjefts, are engrofTed 
by things which do not profit. Such are 
the rocks amonffft which many have made 
Ihipwreck of faith and a good confcience. 

Whatever may be the duty of a nation 
in extraordinary cafes, there is fcarcely 
any thing in all the New Teflament incul- 
cated with more folemnity than that indi- 
viduals, and efpecially chriftians, fliould 
be obedient, peaceable, "and loyal fubjefts; 
nor is there any fin much more awfiiUy. 
cenfured than the contrary conduft. It 
reijuires not only that we keep within tfcr 
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compafe of the laws, (which is eafily done 
by men of the mod unprincipled minds) 
but that we honour, and intercede witk 
God for thofe who adminifter them.. Thef<j 
duties were prelfed particularly upon the 
Romans, who by their fituation were more 
expofed than othei's to the temptation of 
joining in fa6lions and confpiracies, which 
were almoft continually at work in that 
tumultuous city. 

Nor does the danger belong exclu* 
fively to one fide. We may fin by an ad- 
heifnce to the meafurcs of a government, 
as well as by an oppofition to them. If we 
enlift under the banners of the party in 
power, confidered as a party^ we ihall feel 
difpofed to vindicate or palliate all their 
proceedings, which may be very inconfifl- 
^nt with chriftianity. Paul, though he 
enjoined obedience to the exifting govern- 
ment, yet was never an advocate for Ro- 
man ambitioi^; and when addreffing him- 
lelf to a governor, did not ffiil to reafon on 
rigkteoujhefsy and judgment to come. It is 
our duty, no doubt, to confider that maay 
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things which feem evil to us might ap- 
pear otherwife, if all the circumflances of 
the cafe were known, and therefore to fbr- 
beaf paffing hafty cenfures: but on the 
other baud;, we ought to be aware of ap- 
plauding €\iery thing that is done, lell, if 
it be evil, we be partakers of other men's 
fins, and contribute to their being re- 
peated. 

While feme, burning ^vith revolution- 
ary zeal, have imagined they could difco- 
ver all the wonderful events of the prefent 
day in fcripture prophecy, and have been 
nearly blinded to the criminality of the 
principal agents, others, by a contrary pre- 
jiidice, have difregarded the works of the 
Lond, and the operations of his hand. 
Whatever may be faid of nieans and inftru- 
me'nts, we muft be ftrangely infenfible not 
to &e the hand of God in the late ovei^ 
turnings among the papal powers: and if 
we be induced by political attachment, in^ 
ftead of joining the inhabitants of heaven 
in a fong of praife, to unite with the mer- 
chants of the earth in their lamentations, 
are we not carnal ? There is no need of 
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vindicating or palliating the nieafures of 
men which may be wicked in the extreme: 
but neither ought wc to overlook the hand 
of God. 

The great point with chriftians fhould 
be, an attachment to government as.go^ 
t'ernme?it, irrefpe6live of the party which 
adminifters it; for this is rights and would 
tend more than any thing to promote the 
kingdom of Chrift. We are not called to 
yield up our confciences in religious mat- 
ters; nor to approve of what is wrong in 
thofe wliich are civil : but we are not at li- 
berty to deal in acrimony, or evil-fpeaking. 
The good which I'efults to fociety from the 
very worft government upon earth is great 
when compared with the evils of anarchy. 
On this principle, it is probable, the apof-. 
tie enjoined obedience to ike powers that 
were, even during the reign of Nero. 
Chriftians are foldiers under the King of 
kings : their objeft fhould be to conquer 
all ranks and degrees of. men to the obedi- 
ence of faith. But to do this, it is necef- 
fary that they avoid all thofe em.brangle- 
D 2 
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ments and difputes which retard their maift 
defign. If a wife man wilhes to gain over 
a nation to any great and worthy objeft, 
he does not enter into their little differen- 
ces, nor embroil himfelf in their party 
contentions; but bearing good will to all, 
feeks the general good: by thefe means he 
is refpefted by all, and all are ready to 
hear what he has to offer. Such iliould be 
the wifdom of chriftians. There is enmity 
enough for us to encounter, without unne- 
ceffarily adding to it. 

Jf a chriftian be under the neceffity 
of fiding with a party, undoubtedly he 
ought to a6l in favour of that which ap- 
pears to him the beft: but even in this cafe 
it is not becoming him to enter with eager- 
nefs into their difputes. Let worldly men, 
•who thirft after prefeiment, buiy them- 
felves in a contefted eledlion — they have 
their • reward — but let chriftians, if called 
to appear, difcharge their duty, and retire 
from the tumultuous fcene. 

By entering deeply into the party con- 
tentions of the nation, religious people on 
both fides will be charged in their turn w ith 
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(lifloyalty; and it may be not always with- 
out a caufe. Fifty years ago, that party 
was out of power which at prefent is in 
power. At that time the charge of difloy- 
alty was direded againft them ; and they 
were then denominated patriots. It is pof- 
fible that many who now feem to abhor a 
fpirit of difaftedion towards adminiftrative 
government, would be themfelves not the 
beft alFefted, were the other fide to recover 
its authority. But if we enter into the 
fpirit of the gofpel, though we may have 
our preferences of men and meafures, we 
Hiall bear good will to all, and whoever 
be at the head of affairs, fhall reverence 
the powers that be. Whatever be our pri- 
vate opinion of the men, we fhall refpedl 
and honour the rulers. That loyalty which 
operates only with the prpvalence of a 
party, whichever it be, is at a great re- 
move from the loyalty enjoined by the 
fcriptures. 

By (landing aloof from all parties as 

fuch^ and approving themfelves the friends 

of government and good order, by whom- 

p 3 
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foevtt adnilnHla'etf, chriftiaM i^^ouM ac- 
i^ii'ite a dignity of €lTara6l6r wortHy of their 
ptofeffioii, wouM be i^cfpeftefl by all, and 
poffefe greater opportumties of doing good; 
while by a contmry e«>ndH6l fh^ey rendef 
one part of the coitnnunity their enemies^ 
and the othet I fear derive btit little fprri* 
tdal ad varrtage from being their^ friends*. 

On the symptoms of a backsliding 

It was reckoned a 'matter of conle* 
quence in cafes of leproly, real or fuppofed, 
that tlie true ffate of the party flioirld be 
examined, apd judgment givien accord- 
ingly:* and by how niuch a moral diP' 
eafe is mor/e odious, contagious^ and dan- 
geit>us than one that is natural, by To much 
is it more neceflary to form a true judge- 
ment concerning it. Every fpot was not a 
leprofy ; and every finful imperfe6liou in a 
chriftian profeffor does not denominate him 
a backflider. Paul had to lament the body 
of death; he had not attained, nor was he 
already perfcft; yet he preffed fonvard; 
and while this was the caie be could not be 

♦ Levit. xiii. 
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laid to draw back. On the otber band, 
crery departure from God muft not be 
reckoned a mere imperfeftion which is com- 
mon to good men. We are extremely apt 
bSL certain cafes to flatter ourfelves that our 
rpots are only the fpots- c^ God;'s children^ 
or fuch a^ the befl of men are furbjed to, 
and tl>erefore to conclude that there is no- 
thing very dangerous about them. We do 
not pretend to deny that we have our faults : 
but are ready to afk, IVhat hctaewe done 
$0 MtrcH againjl thee? This felf-juftifying 
Ipirit, however, fo far from indicating any 
thing favom*able, is a (Irong mark of the 
contrary. It is faid of Ephraim, He is a 
7nerchanty the balances of deceit a7*e i?i his 
hand: , he loveth to opprefs. And Ephj^aim 
faid J Yet I am become rich; I have found 
me out fubjiance : In all my labours they 
Jhall find none iniquity in me that were fin. * 
A more finiflied pifture of a modem op- 
preflbr could not be drawn. He ftudies to 
keep within the limits of the law, and de- 
fies any man to impeach his character ; he 
has imperfedions, but they are only fuclj 
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as are common to good men : there is no- 
thing criminal to be 'found in him: yet he 
is carrying on at the time a fyftem of 
iniquity. 

The apoftle Paul fpeaks of a certain 
date of mind which he feared he ihould 
find in the Corinthians ; That of their h(W' 
ingjtnnedy and not repented of their deeds. 
This it is Which denominates a man a back- 
flider; and which, fo long as it continues, 
deprives him of any fcriptural foundation 
for concluding himfelf interefted in forgiv- 
ing mercy. — ^What are the particular fymp- 
toms of this ftate of mind, is the object of 
our prefent enquiry. 

If our departing from the Lord have 
iffued in fomc outward mifconduQ, there 
is no need of enquiring into the proofs of 
it, as the thing fpeaks for itfelf: but if its 
operations have been at prefent only inter- 
nal, the inquiry may be highly neceifary, 
that we may become acquainted with our 
condition, and that the difeafe may be 
healed, ere it finiflies its operations. Fur- 
ther, though it may be out of all dqubt 
that we have finned, yet it may be a mat- 
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ter'of uncertainty, Avhetber we have, or 
have not repented; if we imagine we have 
when we have not, the coilfequence may 
be of tlie nioft ferious nature. Let the fol- 
lowing obfervations then be attended Uk > 

Firft, If religious duties are attended to 
rather from cujiom or confcience than from 
love^ we niuft either never h^ye knowa 
what true religion is, or in a great degree 
have loft the fpirit of it. — It is poflible that 
we may have been guilty of no particular 
outward evil, fo as to have fallen under the 
ceufure of the world, or of even our near- 
eft connexions ; ajid yet have fo far loft the 
fpirit of religion as to be really in a back<» 
flidingftate. The exercifes of prayer, read- 
ing the fcriptures, hearing the word, and 
giving fomething to the poor, may be kept 
up in form, and yet be little if any thing 
more than a form. The church of Ephefus 
was not accufed of any particular outward 
mifconduft; but they had left their Jirji 
love. Where this is the cafe however, much 
will be negiefted, efpccially of thofe parts 
of duty which fall not under the eye of crea^ 
tares. It is fuppofcd of the church juft v%^ 
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ferred to, that they had relaxed if not in 
the aOiual performance, yet in the manner 
of performing their religious exercifes; 
therefore they are exhorted to repent^ and 
to (h thdr Jirji works. A departure from 
our firft love is commonly the firft ftep of 
a backfliding courfe. Perhaps if the truth 
were known, there are few open falls but 
what are preceded by a fecret, departure of 
heart from the living God. 

. . Secondly, If we hme fallen into any 
particular fin^ which expofes us to the cm- 
fures of our friends, and i^i/iead of conftf 
Jin git tvith forrow, are employed itt dtfe?id- 
ing or palliating it, it ia a certain pix>of 
that wc are at prefent under the power of 
it — ^Thcre are fome fins that cannot be 
defended; but there are others which will 
sidmit of much to be faid on their behalf; 
and it h admirable with what ingenuity 
Inen \vi\l go about to find excufes where 
felf is concerned. People that you would 
think hardly poflefied of common fenfe will 
in this cafe be fingularly quickfighted, dif- 
cerning every circumftance that may make 
in their favour, or ferve to extenuate their 
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fault. The cunning of the old ferpent 
Avhich appeared in the excufes of our firft 
parents, feenis here to fuj^ply the place of 
wifdom. — ^This felf juftifyingfpirit is a very 
dangerous fymptom : while it continues 
there is no hope of a good iifae. AVe vead 
of the deceitfulnefs of fin; and truly it is 
with great propriety that deceit is afcribed 
to it. Perhaps tliere are few pevfons who 
are employed in juftifying their failings^ 
but M'ho are firft inipofed upon, or brought 
to think, fonie how, that they are,, if not. 
quite juftifiable, yet very excufable.. Sin 
when we have committed it lofes its finful- 
nefs, and appears a very different thing to 
what it did in others. David's iudi«:natioa 
could rife agaiuft the man that h^d takeur 
an ewe-lamb, while to his own conducl,^ 
which M^as much more criminal, he was 
blinded! When any lin is committed by 
us^ it is common for it to affume another- 
name; and by means of this .we becquie. 
eafily reconciled to it, and are;' ready, ;tj0. 
enter on a vindication of it. Govetoufneft 
will admit of a defence under the nan>es 
of prudence, iuduftry, ©r frugality; con- 
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forniity td the ^vOrl(^ may be pleaded for 
as an exercife of fociability, and good 
breeding;; imchriftian refentnient as necef- 
fary felf-defence ; foolifli levity as innocent 
mirth; malignant contentions as zeal for 
the truth; a.nd indifference to the truth as 
candour, or liberality of fentiment. 

Thirdly, Though we do not defend 
or palliate our fin in xvordSy yet if we con- 
timie in the pradiice of it, we may be cer- 
tain we have not repented. — All true re- 
pentance is followed by a forfaking of the 
evil, and M'here this eflFeft is not produced, 
there can be no fcriptural ground to hope 
for for«:ivenefs. There are fins, as before 
obferved, which will admit of no defence. 
If a perfon be convi6led of them, he can 
do no other than own himfelf in the 
AATong, or at leaft be filent : yet he may 
feel no forrow on their account, nor fcarce- 
ly any intention to forfake them. When 
Samuel reproved Saul for his rebellion a- 
gainftthe commandment of the Lord, af- 
furing him that God had rejected him from 
being king, and had given the kingdom 
W a nei?hbo«r of his that was better tlnin 
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he, he was confiooncled, and compelled 
to fay, / hm^e Jinn^d: yet the only con- 
cern he difcovered was on account of hav- 
ijig loft his honour; and as foo'n as he faf* 
pected who was his rival, foiigbt to flay 
him. Even Solomon difcovered a very 
fimilar difpofiition, Inftead of lamenting 
and forfaking the fin for which he had 
been reproved, as foon as he knew that 
Jeroboam bad been anointed by the pro- 
phet Ahyah, he fought to kill him.* A 
Allien filence under reproof, and a perfe- 
verence in the evil, are certain figns of a 
hard and impenitent heart 

Fourthly, Though we Jhould refrain 
from the praBice of the eoil^ yet if it be 
only a temporary effect of corvoiElion^ there 
is no true repentance. — It is very common 
for perfons, when they fii-ft fall into any 
grofs fin to feel afliamed and alarmed, to 
wilh they had not afted as they have, and 
to refolve that they will do fo no more: 
and this, though the love of the evil be 
the fame, and on the fiiil temptation that 
returns it is committed again, is neverthe- 
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lefs frequently mifiaken for repentance. 
When SaivVs life was fpared by David, and 
his groundlefs malice againft him deteded, 
his heart feemed to relent; hefeltafhamed, 
owned his fin, lifted up his voice and wept, 
and promifed lo do fo no more ; but tliis 
was not rq^eutance. David appears to have- 
fufpeded it at the time; for he would not 
truft himfelf in his hands; but gat him up 
into the ho^d:* and the event juftified his 
conduft. The fii*ft opportunity that offered, 
Saul returned to the folly that he had 
condemned. — A temporary abftinencefrom 
evil may alfo be produced by fome alarming 
providence. When judgments overtake us, 
and confcience tells us that it is the hand 
of the Lord ftretched out ao:ainft us for 
our fin, tbe mind is appalled with fear, and 
fo ceafqs to be in a Hate to purfue its fa- 
vourite devices. But if as foon as the 
preffing hand of providence is removed, 
the heart returns like a fpring, to its for- 
mer pofition, there is no reafon to confider 
its temporary depreffion as containing any 
true repentance. 
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Dr. Owen has exprcfled thefe fenti- 
ments with that undion of Ipirlt, and deep 
inlight into the human heart which is pe- 
culiar to himfelf.*— 

** There are two occafions, fays lie, 

** M'hei'ein jnen who are contending with 

** any fin, may feem to themfelves to have 

** mortiiBied it. — Firft^ when it hath had 

fome fad eruption to the difturbance of 

their peace, terror of their confciences, 

dread of fcandal, and evident provoca- 

*' tion of God* This awakens and ftirs 

up all that is in the man, and amazes 

him, fills him with abhorrency of fin, 

and himfelf for it; fends him to God, 

makes him cry out as for life, to abhor 

** his lufi: as hell, and to fet himfelf againft 

*' it. The whole man, fpiritual and natu- 

** ral being now awajiened, fin flirinks iu 

** its head, appears not, but lies as dead 

** before him. As when one that hath 

*' drawn nigh to an army in the night, 

' and hath killed a principal perfon; in- 

** fiantly the guards awake, men are rouf- 

*^ ed up, and drift enquiry is made after 

^^ the enemy: who in the mean time, uu- 
£ 2 
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til the noife and tumult be over, hides 
himfelf, or lies like one that is dead, 
yet with firm refolutipn to dp the like 
mifchief again upon the like opportu- 
nity. — = — Secondly, In a time of fome 
judgment, calamity, or prefling afflic-^ 
tion. The heart is then taken up with 
thoughts and contrivances of flying from 
the prefent troubles, fears and dangers* 
This, as a convinced perfon concludes^ 
is to be done only by relinquifhment of 
fin, which gains peace with God, It 
is the anger of God in every afflidion 
that galls a convinced perfon. To bq 
quit of this, men refolve at fuch times 
againft their fins. Sin fliall never more 
have any place in them ; they will never 
again give up themfelves to the fervicq 
of it. Accordingly fin is quiet; Itir? 
not, feems to be mortified; not indeed 
that it has received any one xyound, but 
merely becaufe the foul hath poUelfed 
its faculties whereby it fiiould exert it- 
felf, with thoughts inconfiftent with the 
motions thereof; which when they are 
laid afide, fin returns again to its former 
life and vigour. Of this we have a full 
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'^ inftance in PfaL Ixxviii. 32 — 38. For 
'* all this they Jinmd Jiilly and believed not 

* * for his woiidroiis works. Therefore their 
" days did he confume in vaniti/y and their 
*' yea?'s in trouble. JVhen he flew them^ 
** then they' fought him: and they returned 
*' and enquired early after God. And they 

* ^ remembered that God was their rocky and 
'^ the high God their redeemer. Neverthe^ 

lefs they did flatter him with their mouthy 
and they lied unto him with their tongues. 
For their heart was not right with him, 
7ieither zhere theyjicadfq/i in his covenants 
I no way doubt but that when they 
fought and returned, and injquh'cd eaar- 
neftly after God, they did it with firil 
purpofe of heart, as to the relinquifli- 
ment of their fms. This is exprefllajd ia 
** the word returned. To tur?i. ov return nn-- 
*^ to the Lord is by a relinquifliment of fin. 
** And this they did early, with eapnefl> 
** nels and diligenee; but j^et their dn wa* 
'* unmortified for all this, v. 36, 37: and 
*^ this is the ftate of many humiliations m 
*^ the days of affliction^ and a great de- 
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*^ ceit in fhe hearts 6f believers them- 
** felves, lies oftentimes herein."* 

When a profeflbr of religion has fal- 
len into drunkenhefs, uncleannefs, or ibme 
fuch odious vice- "and wifhes to ihelter him- 
felf from the cenfures of his conhedTons, 
you will* often hear him alledge, " I have 
repented:^' whereas it amounts to little 
more than the fliame and alarm above de- 
fcribed, as his after condu6i; very frequently 
proves. Indeed it is not of the nature of 
true repentance to talk of having repented, 
aifd efpecially for the purpofe of evadinof 
a faithful cenfure. 

• » 

JFifthly, : Though rvejhotdd refrain from 
the open praSice of the Jin, and that for a 
continuance; yet if it be merely jrom pru- 
dential or feljijh conjiderations, we may be 
certain that we have not yet repented of 
it. — ^Though we had no religion, and pre^ 
tended to none, we might find various in- 
ducements to refrain. from grofs immora- 
lities. They afFeft our intereft, our heakh, 
and our reputation : it is on fuch principles 



-* 



Oa Th Mortification oj sin in bdicocrs. Chap. V. 



BackJUding fpixit 47 

that mefe worldly men will guard againft 
them; and if we a6l from the fame mo- 
tives, wherein are we better than they? 
Or if the dread of future punifliment may 
be fuppofed to have fome influence upon 
us, this is a very different thing from the 
fear of the Lord, which is to hate evil. 
And where the motives for abftaining from 
any evil are merely prudential, or felfifli, 
we fhall abftain from very little more than 
that which falls under the eye of creatures. 
Our watchfulnefs will refpeft little if any 
thing more than outward aftions. The 
daily care of x)ur lives will be, not how we 
fliall pleafe God, but how we fliall conceal 
the prevailing difpofitions of our hearts 
from thofe about us. A tafk this as dif- 
ficult as it is mean : for vyhatever occupies 
pur thoughts and affedions, will on various 
occafions, notwithftanding our utmoft care, 
cfcape us. Looks, geftures, manner of 
fpeaking and a6ling, as well as words and 
deeds themfelves, betray what is predomi- 
nant within, Hence it is that Ave gene-, 
rally deceive ourfelves in^ thefe matters. 
We often fancy our charafter to be un- 
known when it is well known: and if it 
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were otherwife, all is naked and open to 
the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
Of this we may be certain, that while our 
chief concern is to hide our fins from tliofe 
about us, ihould we be fummoned to- give 
an account of our ftewardfliip, it will ap- 
pear that we, have Jinned^ and not repented 
of our deeds; which, wherein it differs 
from going down to the grave with our 
guilt upon our heads, is difficult to fay. 

SixthFy, If xve take pleafure in talking 
of the evilj or in dwelling upon it in our 
thoughts, it is a certain fign of the fame 
thing. — ^True repentance works in a way of 
filent iliame and felf abafenient — That thou 
mayeji remember and he confounded^ and 
never open thy mouth any more^ hecaufe of 
thy Jhame, when I am pacified toivards thee 
for all that thou hajl done, faith the Lord 
God*' When men can talk and even 
write of their former wicked couiies with 
lightnefs, it is a certain proof that what- 
ever repentance they have had, they do 
not at prefent repent of it: ^nd though 
nothing be faid or written, yet if fuch 
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things occupy our thoughts, imaginations, 
and afTe^ttons, it is much the lame. A 
mind full of this muft needs be lacking of 
thofe fpi ritual exercifes which render us 
that we fljall neither be barren nor unfruit* 
ful in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift; and thofe that ai'e fuch 
are fitly enough defcribed as having /org*o^-» 
ten that they were purged from their old 
Jfns.* If old fins are thought of with new 
delight, they arc reafted and perfifted in ; 
and where this continues to be the cafe, the 
guilt of them muft remain upon us, and 
may be found upon our heads when we go 
down to the grave. 

Laftly, If we trifle with temptation^ or 
he not afraid of putting ourfekes in the xvay 
of ity or even of being led into itj we may be 
certain that we at prefent have not repent- 
ed of our fin. — It is a faying almoil grown 
into a proverb. He that is not afraid of 
temptation is not afraid of fin, and he that 
is not afraid of fin mufl; needs be in danger 
of being deftroyed by it. If after having 
been repeatedly drawn into fin by affociat- 

• 2 Pet. i. ^— J). 
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ing in certain companies, or engaging in 
certain puifuits, we can neverthelels run 
into them again without fear, we cannot 
poflibly have repented of our deeds. Nay 
more, though we iliould fear to plunge 
ourfelves into temptation, yet if when 
providence, brings us into fuch lituations 
and companies, our hearts fecretly rejoice 
in it, this is np lefs an evidence oi our 
impenitent (late than the otlier. True re- 
pentance will not only teach us to ihun tlie 
, way of evil, but to be averfe to every avenue 
that leads to it. If therefore we either run 
into temptation, or are glad when we are 
led into it, we are beyond all doubt under 
the power of it» 

On the injurious and dangerous ef- 
fects OF sin lying upon tee 
.conscience unlamented^ 

It is a dangerous thing to fall into fin,, 
whether fecretly or openly, and the effe6ls 
of it, fooner or later, will certainly be felt; 
but to continue in it is much more fo. 
A very heavy threatening is denounced 
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againft God's open enemies for their /)er* 
Ji/iing in fin : G^d Jhall wound the head of 
his enemies^ and the hairy fcalp of ftich an 
one as <joeth ox still in his trefpqfjhs.* 
But the fame thing in perfons who have 
known the way of rigliteoufnefs, muft be 
abundantly more offenfive. He that chaftif 
eth the heathen j jhall not he correB Pf There 
is a remedy at hand of God's providing; a 
propiiiaiiou for our fins; and it is declared, 
If a4iy man jin^ we have an advocate xvitli 
the Father^ Jefus Chrijl the righteous. But 
if inftead of confeffing our fins on tlie 
head of this pmpitiation, and imploring 
mercy in his name, Ave fink into hardnefs 
of heart, negle6l prayer, fliun the compa- 
ny of the faithful, and efface tlie rcmem- 
brance of one fin only by the commilfion 
of another, what have we to expeft? 

'I am aware that it is one of the de- 
Tices of Satan, after having drawn a foul 
from God, and entangled him in the net 
of his own corruptions, to perfiaade him 
that the prayer of faith in his circumftan- 
ces would be prefumption; and that it is 

"* Psal, Ixviii. 21. t Psal. xciv, 10. 
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much more modeft and becoming for liim 
to ftaiHl aloof both from God and his peo- 
ple. And if by faith were meant what 
fome would feem to underftand by it, a 
workiHg up ourfelves into a perfuafion that 
owing to the immutability of God, all is 
fafe and right, whatever be our fpirit or 
condu6l, it would be prefumptuous enough: 
but genuine faith in Chwft is never out 
of feafon. The greater our fm has been, 
the greater reafon there is for us to confefi 
it upon the head of the gofpel facrifice, 
and to plead for mercy in his name. We 
may not be able to go, coufidering our- 
felves as chriftians; but this affords no rea- 
fon why we Ihould not go as linnei's. 

The injury and danger of fuch a ftatc 
of mind wuU appear from a confuleration 
of the effects Avhich it produces; and muft 
continue to produce, if not Kealed by a 
return to God bv Jefus Chrift. 

Firft, // will neceffardy deprive us of 
all true enjoyment in religion^ and by conje- 
quencey of all that prefeix^aiion to the heart 
4ind mind which fuch eiijoyynent ajfords.'-^ 
The principal fources of e;ijoyment to a 
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chriftian that walketli fpiritually, are, coiii- 
niuuion with God and his people: hut to 
him that is out of the way, thefe ftreams 
are dried up; or, which is the fame thing 
m effeft to him, they are fp impeded as 
not to reach him. Guilt, fliame, dark- 
nefs, and defilement have taken poffef- 
fion of the foul; love is quenched, hope 
clouded, joy fled, prayer I'eftrained, and 
every otlier grace enervated. It becomes 
the holinefs of God to frown upon us un- 
der fuch a (late of mind, by withholding 
the light of his countenance; and if it were 
otherwife, we have no manner of defire 
after it. Such was the ftate of David after 
he had finned, and before he had repented: 
the joys of God's fahation were far from 
him. The thirty-fecond, and thirty-eighth 
Pfalms appear to have been written, as has 
already been obferved, after his recovery : 
but he there deifcribes what was the ftate of 
his mind previous to, it. There is much 
meaning in what he fets out Avith in the firft 
of thefe pfalms ; BleJJed is he xvhqfe tranf 
greffion is forgiven^ and whofe Jin is cwererf 
-r-Bleffed if the man . fq whom the Lord im- 
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p4:t€th not iniquity y and in xchojt fpirit thert 
is no guilt! He knew the contrary of this 
by bitter experience. Guilt and defilement 
had eateft up all his enjoyment. JVhen I 
kept fikncCy faith he, my bones wa^td old, 
through my roaring all the day long: for 
day and night thy hand was htwoy upon me; 
my moifture is turned into the dwught of 
fmnmer. It does not appear that he fully 
defifted from prayer; but there was none 
of that freedom in it which he was wont 
to enjoy. It was roaring rather than pray- 
ing ; and God is reprefented as difregard- 
ing it. In the thirty-eighth pfalm he fpeaks 
of the f^hikes of God's ^vTath, and the 
chafiening of his hot difpltafute; of his ar- 
rows Jiicking faji in him, and his hand preff- 
ing him fore; of there being no foundnefs in 
his Jlejh becaufe of his anger, 9iOf^ reji in 
his bones lecuufe of his Jin. ITiere is one 
^xpreffion exceedingly appropriate: My 
"womnds Jiink and are cormpt, heoaufe of my 
fooUJhnefs. A wound maj' be dangerous 
at the time of its being received; but 
much more fo if it be neglefted till the hu- 
mours of the body are drawn toira^-ds it. 
In this cafe it is hard to be tve^iled \ and 
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the patient has not only to reflect on his 
heedlefnefs in firft expoGng himlelf to dan- 
ger, but on his foolijhneji in lb long neg- 
kdling the prefcribed remedy. Such waa 
the (late of his mind, till, as he informs 
w, he acknowledged his tranfgreDmis^ and 
was forry for his fin. 

And as there can be no communion 
with God, fo neither can there be any 
with his people. If our fin be known, it 
muft naturally have occafioned a referved- 
nefs, if nojt an exclufion from their fociety^ 
Or if it be unknown, we Ihall be equally 
unable to enjoy communion with thcnn 
Guilt in our confciences will beget ihame, 
and incline us rather to ftand aloof than to 
come near them; or if we go into their 
company, it will prove a bar to freedom*^ 
There is fomething at firft fight rather An- 
gular in the language of the apoftle John; 
but upon clofe infpeftion, it will be found 
to be perfectly juft: If we walk in the light 
as he is in the lights we have fellaiojhip one 
with another. 

But if we are deprived of fellowfliip 
with God and bis people, from what can 
r 2 
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we derive conlblation ? If we have owly 
liad a name to live, and been dead, the 
joy arifing from vain hope may poffibly be 
fupplied by carnal pleafureg. We may 
drown reflexion by bufying ouifelves in 
worldly purfuits, mingling with \vorldly 
company, and in Ihort returning like the 
dog to his ^comity and the faw that wa4 "wajh- 
ed to her xvallawing in the mire: but if M'e 
liave any true religion in us, we cannot do 
this; and then what is there under the fuu 
that can yield us relief? 

Nor fliall we be deprived merely of 
the enjoyments of religion, but of all that 
prefercation to the foul which they afford. 
The peace of God is reprefented as that 
which keeps or fortifies our hearts and 
minds,* Without this the heart will be in 
continual dariger of being feduced by the 
wiles, or funk by the preflures of- this 
world ; and the mi7id of being drawn afide 
from the fimplicity of the gofpel. 

Secondly, // will render us iifelefs j» 
our generation. — The great end of exiftence 
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with a good man, is to live to Iiim wha. 
died for us and rofe again. If God blefs us^ 
it is that like Abraham we may be bleffinga 
to others. Chriilians are faid to be the fait 
of the earth, and the light of the world ; 
but while we are in the ftate above defcribed, 
we are as salt that has loji itsjiroaury which 
is good far nothing; or as a light that i* 
hid under a veffeL Of what use with ref- 
peft to religion are we ill our families, 
while this is the cafe? Neither fervants 
nor children can think well of religion 
from any thing they fee in us ; and when 
we go into the world, and mingle among; 
mankind in our dealings, in Avhofe canfci* 
ence does our converfation o^r behaviour 
plant conviction? Where is the man, who» 
on leaving our company has l>een compel* 
kd by it to acknowledge the reality of re- 
ligion? Or if we occupy a Aation in the- 
chuieh of God (and this cliarafter may 
belong U>,a minifter no lefs than to another 
man) we fliall do little or no good in it ; 
but be as Veffels in which the Lord taJcetk no 
pltafure. Tliej'e is a threatening diie^ecl 
againil vain pallors^ . whick ouglit to make 
i' 3 . . 
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a minifter tremble. IVo to the idol Jhcp- 
herd, that kaveth the Jlock! The ficord 
jhall he upon his arm^ and upon his right 
eye: his arm Jhall be clean dried up^ and his 
right eye Jhall be utterly darkened* Per* 
haps one of the great eft temptations to 
backfliding in Minifters may lie in this 
way: being felefted from their brethren, 
and ehofen to the office of public inftruc- 
tors, they are in danger of indulging in 
felf-valuation. A man may labour night 
and day in his ftudy, and all to get accom- 
pliflied, that he may iliine before the peo- 
ple. Where this is the cafe, the preacher 
is his own idol^ and it may be that of the 
jpeople. He feels alfo little or no regard 
to the charge which he has undertaken^ 
but is ready to defert it whenever a diffi- 
culty arifes, or *ny opportunity offers of 
improving his circumftances. llie confe- 
queiice is, the fword of the Loixi is upon 
his arm — he does no manner of execution 
in his work; and upon his right eye — ^what- 
ever proficiency he may make in fcience, 
or polite accomplifliments, he has but little 
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if any fpiritual underftanding in the things 
of God. This charafter may refpeft un* 
godly preachers, fuch to whom the jewilh 
nation were given up for their rejeftion of 
Chrift; but there is no fin committed by 
the mod ungodly man of which the moft 
godly is not in danger. 

Thirdly, fVe Jhall not ojily be nfehfsj 
but injurious to the caufe of Chri/i. — ^In- 
deed it is impoffible to (land neuter in 
this caufe. If we do no good, we fliall 
do harm; not only as cumberers of the 
ground, occupying that place in fociety 
which might be better filled by others, but 
as giving a falfe reprefentation of religion, 
and diffufing a favour of death among 
mankind. If our domeftics infer nothing 
favourable to religion from our condu6l in 
the family, they will infer fomething unfa- 
vourable; and if there be but little good 
to be feen in our example, it is well if there 
be not much evil; and this will furely be 
imitated. Who can calculate what influ- 
ence the treachery, unchaftity, and mur- 
der, coirmitted by David, had upon his fa- 
mily? We know that each was a6ied over 
again by Ammou and Abfalom. And thus 
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many a parent has fcen his own fins repeat- 
ed in his pofterity; and perhaps if he had 
lived longer, might have feen them mul- 
tiplied ilill more to his fhanie and confa- 
lion. 

The fervants of God are called to 
bear teftimony for him r Ye are my xvitneffes^ 
faith the Lord of Hojis* This is done not 
merely by words, but by deeds. There is 
a way of bearing witnefs to the reality and 
importance of religion by a zealons perfe- 
verance in it, to its dignity by our firm-' 
nefs, to its happy influence by contented- 
nefs and cheerfulnefs, and to its purity by 
being holy in all manner of couverfation : 
and this is a kind of teftimony which ia 
more regarded than any other. Men in 
common form their judgments of religion 
more by what they fee in the profeffors of 
it, than by the profeffion itfelf Hence it 
was that David by his deed is faid to have 
gvcen great occafion t\^ the enemies of tkt 
Lord to blafpkeme,1f Tliey were not con- 
tented with reproaching him, but muft 
fpeak againft God and reKgion on his nc- 
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count. In this view he confulered his fm 
M'hen he was brought to repentance for it. 
Againji thee, thee only have I finned ^ 
and done this evil in thy fight — Do good in 
thy good pleafure unto Zion : build thou the 
walls of Jerufalem. If his fin had not 
greatly dilhonoured God's name, and, as 
it were, broken down the walls of Zion, 
fuch language would not have appeared 
among his lamentations. Things operate 
much the fame to this day. Whatever evH 
is done by a profeffor, it is afcribed to his 
religion. In this view we may juftly confi- 
der our unchriftian condu6i as bearing falfe 
witnefs of God; for it is giving falfe re:- 
prefentations of his gofpel and government 
to the world. A grafping felfiili fpirit is 
faying to thofe around us, that, after all 
which we have profefTed of living by faith 
in a portion beyond death,^ the prefent 
world is the beft, and therefore we are for 
making fure of that, and running all ha- 
zards as to the other. In like- manner a 
cruel and revengeful difpofition towards 
thofe who have oifended us, is faying, 
that chriftianity, after all its profeffions of 
meeknefs and forgiveuefe of w^xSk?.^ \^^^w- 
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ders its adherents no better than others. 
And when a chriftian profeffor is dctefted 
of having privately indulged in the lufls of 
the fleih^ the conclufion that is drawn from 
it iS) that there is nothing in religion but 
outfide appearance, and that religious peo* 
pie are the fame as others in fecret. It is 
impoifible to lay how much fuch conduct 
operates to the hardening of men in fiu, to 
the quenching of their convi^ions, to the 
weakening the hands of God's fervants, 
and to the Humbling of perfons who are 
inquiring the way to Zion. 

Thefe things, if we be mere profeffors, 
may have but little effeft upon us. We 
may not care for God's being difhonoured, 
provided we do but get pardoned at laft: 
but if there be any true religion about us, 
it will be othenvife. An ingenuous mmd 
will feel more for the dishonour which he 
has done to Chrift, and injury to his fellow 
creatures, than for the reproach which he 
has brought upon himfelf. 

Fourthly, JVe are in the utmofl danger 
jbj falling into future temptations, and Jo 
£fjbiki/ig deeper^ and falling farther from 
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dod. — So long as iin remains upon the 
confcience utilamented, it is like poifon in 
the conftitution : it will be certain to ope- 
rate; and that in a way that lliall go on 
more and more to kill all holy rsefolution, to 
haixlen the heart, and to defile the imagi- 
nations and defires, JVhoredom and wine^ 
land nexo wine take ceway the heart. * It was 
from fad experience of the defiling nature 
of paft fin that David when he came to 
himfelf prayed as he did: Create in me a 
tLEAN HEART, O God^ OTid rcnciv a right 
fpirit nithin me. f 

A mind thus enfeebled, ftupified, and 
defiled, mufl: needs be in a very unfit con* 
dition to I'efift new temptations. The inr 
habitants of abefieged city, who are weak- 
ened by famine and difeafe, and difcou- 
raged by a number of difafic<5ied perfons 
witliin their walls, have no heart to refift, 
but ftand i-eady to liften to tlie firft propo- 
sals of the befiegers. 

And in proportion as we are difabled 
for refiftance it may be expefted that the 
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tempter >viU renew his attempts upon us., 
' If Satan have any influence upon the hu- 
man mind, it may te fui)pofed that he a6ls 
with defign, and knows how to avail him- 
felf of the moft favourable feafons to efFeft 
his purpofe. And this we find to be true 
by experience. In proportion as we have 
yielded to temptation, it will rife in its de- 
mands; folicitations, greater in number 
and in force, will ply our minds. As a re- 
finance of the devil will be followed by his 
Jleeing from us^ fo on the contrary, a non- 
refifl;ance of him will be followed by renew- 
ed and fironger attempts upon us. One 
fin makes way for another, and renders us 
lefs able to refift, or to return to God by re- 
pentance. When once the thief has gained 
admiffion into our habitation, he will bid 
us defiance. Innumerable ceils will compqfs 
us about, and our iniquities take hold upon 
uSy fo that we JImll not be able to look up : 
they will he more than the hairs of our heads : 
therefore our hearts will fail us.^ Sampfon 
firft yielded to his fenfual defires; after this, 
to the intreaties of his Delilah, . who in 
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proportion as flie faw him pliant ;to lier 
wiflies, increafed in her afliduoufne&y tiil 
at lengthy he loft his hair, his liberty, his 
eyes, and his life. 

If we be mere profeffors, thefe confi- 
derations may affecl us but little; we (hall 
continue the willing flaves of our own cor- 
ruptions, hoping, it may be, neverthelefs, 
that we ihall fometime be brought baek 
again, till at fome unexpe6led hour we are 
taken out ofth^ world. 'But if there be 
any good thing in us towards the Lord God 
of Ifrael, this part of thefubjeO; nruft alarm 
us: for of all the methods which God: takes 
to puni/h fin, there is none more awful and 
more dreaded by a good man, than tliat of 
being given up to /in. 

Fifthly, So long as Jin remains upon 
the confcience unlamented, zve atx in danger* 
of eterjial damnation. — It may be thought 
by fome. that fuch language is inconjBfteiTt 
with the final peifeverance of believers: 
but it is manifeft that our Lord did not fo 
teach the dodrine of perfeverance as to 
render cautions of this nature unneceflarj^ 

G 
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He did not fcruple to declare, even to his 
own difcipleSj that, JVhofoeverJhouldfay io 
his brother^ thou fooly Jhould be in danger of 
helljire — That if they forgwoe not men their 
trefpajfesy neither uould God forgive theirs 
'^-and if a right handy or a right eye^ caufed 
the77i to offendy Jt mujl be cut off', or plucked 
outy and that left the xvhole body Jliould be 
caji into hell.* 

The objeft at which fin aims, whether 
in believers or unbelievei-s, is deathy eter- 
nal death; and to this it hath a natural and 
dire6l tendency. The apoftle James in a 
very afFedirig manner defcribes its procefs. 
Let no man fay when he is tonptedy I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evily neither tempteth he any man : but 
every man is tempted wheii he is drawn axvay 
of his mvn luji and enticed. Theti when luji 
hath conceivedy it bringeth forth fuiy and 
Jin when it is fnijhed bringeth forth death.lj' 
If it does not in all cafes come to this iffue, 
it is not becaufe of its being different as to 
its nature or tendency in fome perfons to 
what it is in others, but becaufe a timely 

* MatL V. vi. t James u 13 — 15. 
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flop is put to its operations. Only let it 
go on without repentance till it hsLsfiniJhed 
its work, and eternal death will he the 
iffue. 

Whatever we are, fo long as fin lies 
unlamented upon the confcience, we can 
have no fcriptural foundation to conclude 
that we are chriftians. No real chrilltan, 
it is true, will prove an apoftate; yet while 
we are under the influence of fin, Ave are 
moving in the direftion which leads to 
apoftafy. If we are contented with a rc- 
lapfed ftate of mind, What grounds can we 
have to conclude that it is not our element, 
or that we have ever been the fubjefls of 
true religion ? If the watere continue to be 
naught, it is a fign that the fpring has not 
been healed. There is no reafon to think 
that Judas himfelf laid his accounts with 
fuch an iffue as things aftually came to. 
During the miniftry of our Loi-d, while he 
kept the bag, and fometimes made free 
with its contents, it is probable he never- 
thelefs reckoned himfelf a good man. He 
law many failings in his fellow-difciples, 
2 
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and in all other good men; and he might 
tliink this to be his. When he had cove- 
nanted with the chief prieftfe, it does not 
appear that he expefted his mafter would 
be eventually taken and crucified. When 
they were about to lay hands on him, he 
had often pafled through the midft of them,, 
and went his way; and he might fuppoft 
that it would be lb again. JVhen. therefore he 
fcav that he was condemned^ he was tlirown 
into a ftate of terrible amazement, and in 
the iflue went and hanged himfelf. Such 
was the procefs of an apoftate; and fucli 
liis end. Siirely it behoves us to take heed* 
llow we tiiflle witli tliofe things, the end of 
which is- death ! 

On thr means op REcavtiut. 

Were it not for the hopes of being, in^ 
ftrumental in faving fome. from the error o£ 
tji.eir way, and of inducing others to a^ 
greater degree of watchfulnefs, 1 fliould* 
not have written the preceding pages* • It 
can afford no fatisfadiou ta exp^fe the eviL 
conduft of a fellow-finner, or to trace its- 
cfangerous effe6ls, unlefs it be with a view 
to his falvation or prefervation. 
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It is natural for thofe who have fallen 
into fin, nnlefs they be given up to a 
reje61ion of all religion, to wifl}, on fome 
gonfideration to be reftored. A backfliding 
Hate is far from being agreeable. Hence 
it is that many have prematurely grafped 
at the promife of forgivenefs, and faid to 
their fouls, .Peace^ peace ^ when there zvas 710 
peace. It is defirable that we be recovered 
from our backflidings; but it is not defir- 
able that we Ihould think ourfelves reco- 
vered when we are not fo. 

As there are many ways by which a 
convinced finner feeks peace to his foirl 
without beino; able to find it, fo it is with 
a backflider. Self-righteous attempts to 
mortify fin, and gain peace with God, are 
not confined to the firft period of rcligioa'!s 
concern. Having through the power of 
alarm defifted from the open practice af 
fin, many have laboured to derive comfort 
from this colifideration, without confeffing 
their fin on the head, as it were, of thft 
gofpel facnfice. Their fies may be faid 
rather to have been worn away from theit 

G 3 - 
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remembrance by lengtli of tirtie, than 
tt'^ec? away by the blood of the crofs. Biit 
this is not recovery: the hurt, if healed, 
is healed flightly ; and may be expected to 
break out again. The fame Way in which* 
if M^e be true chrrflians, Ave firft found reft 
to our fouls muft be puvfued in order to 
recover it; namely, by repentance ioivards 
God^ and faith tmcards our Lord Jefiis 
Chrlft. This is the way to which the fcrip- 
tures uniformly dire<5l; us. My little chil- 
dreUy thefe things I xdnte unto you, that ye 
fin not. And if any man fin^ ice have an 
adcocatt xvith the Fat her y Jefus Chrijl the 
right edus — If tre confefs our Jins^ he is 
faithful and juji to forgive us our fins^ and 
to cleanfo us from all unrighteoufnefs. Thia 
was the way in which David was recovered. 
He confefled his fin with deep contrition, 
pleading to be purged xvith hyffbp^ that he 
might be cleany and xvajlied that he might be 
X^hiter tlian fnoxv.* By this language he 
could not mean that his fin flxould be purged 
away by any thing pertaining to the cere- 
monial law, for that law made no provifioa 

*^y|— NlW^iw I ■!■■ ■ » - ■■!■ I I I ,atm^j9m^im0^»^^^* 

• Psal. li. 9. 
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for the pardon of his crimes: he niuft 
therefore intend that which the fprinkling^ 
of the unclean Avith a bunch of hyflbpy 
dipt in the water of purification, was de- 
figned to prefigure ; which, as we are taught 
in the new teftament, was the purging of 
the confcience, by the fpr inkling of the blood 
^of Jefus.^ 

This is the only way in which it is 
poflible to find reft to our fouls. As there 
is no other name given under heaven, or 
among men, by which Ave can be faved, 
fo neither is there any other by which we 
can be reftored. Whatever be tlie nature of 
our backfliding from God, this niuft be 
the remedy. If it be a relinqwjhmenf of 
evangelical principles^ we muft return to the 
way, even the high-way whither we went. 
Paul travailed in birth for the recovery of 
the Galatians; and in what did he expe^ 
it to confift? In Chriji being formed in 
them. He alfo ftrove to bring back the 
Hebrews; and all his labours were dire6led 
to the fame point. His epiflle to them is 
full of Chriji, and of warnings and cau- 
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tions againft neglefting and rcjefting hiai. 
If any man have been perplexed concern- 
ing the deity or atonement of Chrift, let 
him humbly and carefully read that epif- 
tie; and if his heart be right with God, 
it will do him good. If our departure 
from God have iflued m fome grofs imtna- 
■ rality, or in the love of the xcorld^ or in 
conformity to it, the remedy muft be the 
fame. It is by this medium, if at all, that 
the world will be crucified unto us, and we 
unto the world. If we have no heart to 
repent, and return to God by Jefus Chrift, 
we are yet in' our fins, and may expe<5l to 
reap the fruits of them. The fcriptures 
give no counfel to any thing fhort of this. 
They are not wanting however in direftions 
that may lead to it, and conliderations 
that may induce it. What thefe are, I 
iiiall now proceed to inquire. 

In general, I may obferve^ Tlie fcrip»- 
tures allure us of the e.rceeding great and 
fender mercy of God, and of his xci/lingne/s 
to forgive all thofe wlio return to him in the 
name of his Son. — It is neceffary that we be 
well perfuaded of this truth, left iuftead of 
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applying as fupplicants, we fiuk into de- 
fpair. ''* If ail awakened finner under his 
firfi religious concern be in danger of this 
fpecies of defpondency^ a backflider is flill 
more fo. His tranfgreffions are much nioi;a 
heinous in their circmnflances than thofe 
of the other, having; been committed un- 
der greater light, and againft greater good- 
nefs : and when to this is added tlie treat- 
indent which his condu6l muft heceffarily 
draw upon him from his religious connex- 
ions, he may be tempted to relinquifh all 
hopes of recovery, and to confider himfelf 
as an= out-caft, of both God and man. Un^- 
happy. man ! Thy breach may be great like, 
the fea^ and* the language of an awakened 
confcience may fugged, JVho can heal me .^ 
Yet do not defpair. Hear what Godi the 
Lord will fpeaki He will /peak peace mito, 
his people, and to his faints: but let them not 
turn again to folly. Hear what he fpeaks^ 
to the backfliding . Ifraelites, reduced by^ 
their fins to the moft deplorable ftate of 
guilt and wretchednefs. The Lord Jhalt 
Jcatta^ you among the nations^ and ye. JhalL 
be left f^w in number among the heathen^ 
whither the Lord Jhall lead you. And thert 
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yejhallferce gods, the works of men's hands; 
but if from thence thou Jhalt feek the Lord 
thy Gody thou Jhalt jfind him, if thou feek 
him with all thy heart and with all thy foul: 
when thou art in tabulation, and all thefe 
things are come upon thee, if thou turn to 
the Lord thy God, and Jhalt be obedient un^ 
to his voice, (for the Lord thy God is a 
merciful God) he will not forfake thee, nor 
forget the covenant of thy fathe7*s which he 
fware unto them.* The pardoning mercy 
of God towards thofe who return to him by 
Jefus Chrift is not limited by fuch meafures 
as are framed by creatures in their treatment 
of one another, or by fuch expe^lations as, 
on this account, they are apt to form. 
There are circumftances which may render 
it almoft impoffible for forgivenefs to be 
exercifed among men ; and therefore men 
are ready to think it mud be fo with re- 
Ijjefl to God. But with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him there is plenteous re- 
donption. He will not only pardon, but 
pardon abundantly: for his thoughts are 
7iot as our thoughts, nor his ways as our 
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t!cays. For as the heavens are higher than the 
can^th^ fo are his ways higher than our xvays^ 
and his thoughts than our thoughts* — The 
blood of Jefus Chriji his Son cleanfeth us 
from ALL SIN — If we confefs our sinsy he 
is faithful and juji to forgive us our sins^ 
and to cleanfe us from all unrighteous- 
ness, t The threatenings againft the «;/• 
pardonable sin itfelf do not afFeft the truth 
of thefe merciful declarations: for that fin 
is all along defcribed as excluding repen- 
tance as well as forgiven efs. J The party is 
fuppofed to be given up to hardnefs of heart. 
If therefore we confefs our fin witli contri- 
tion, we may be certain it is not unpar- 
donable, and that we fliall obtain mercy 
through the blood of the crofs. 

But the great queftion is, How xte 
Jliall repent of our fins^ and return to God 
by Jefus Chriji? — Undoubtedly it is- much 
eafier to get out of the M'ay than to get 
in again ; to lofe the peace of our minds 
than to recover it. Sin is of a hardening 
nature; and the farther we have proceeded 

* Psal. cxxx. 7, 8. Isai. Iv. 7 — 9 
t iJohnl. 7— 9 t Heb, vi. 6. 
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in it, the more inextricable are its chains. 
But however this be, \vt either do defire 
to return, or we do not. If not^ it will 
be in vain to addrefs any direftions to us. 
It is right indeed for thefervants of Chrift 
to point them out, whether we will hear 
or whether we will forbear; and there 
leave them : but as to any hope of our re- 
covery, while fuch is the (late of our minds, 
there can be none. If we can think of 
our fin without grief, and of the erofs of 
Chrift without any meltings of fpirit, there 
is great reafon to fear that our hearts are 
not right in the ftght of God; but that we 
are yet in the gall of bitternefs^ and the 
bonds of iniquity. If on the other hand, 
we do defire to return; if, like Ifrael in the 
days of Samuel, we lament after the Lord, 
we ihall readily hearken to every direction 
given us in his word. 

If ray reader, fuppofing him to have 
backfliden from God, be in fuch a ftate of 
mind, it is with a mixtui'e of hope and 
tendernefs that I attempt to point out to 
him the means of recovery. Or fiiould it 
even be otherwife, I will ncvertJielefs eu-^ 
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deavour to fliew him the good and the 
right way, that at Icaft I may deliver my 
own foul. 

# 

Firft, Embrace every pojfible feafon of 
retirement for reading the holy fcriptures, 
^fpecialiy thofe parts which are Jiiited to thy 
cafiiy and acco^npany it with pr-ayer.-^^Gods 
word hid in the heart, is not only a pre- 
fervative againft fin, but a reftorative from 
it. It both wounds and heals: if it re- 
•bukes, it is with the faithfulnefs of a 
friend: or if it confoles, its confolations 
carry in them an implication, M'hich, if 
properly underftood, will melt us into re- 
pentance. 

Read especially thofe parts of fcripture 
which are addrejjed to perfons in your Jittia-' 
tion; as the fecond chapter of Jeremiah: or 
which exprefs the defires of a returning 
finner; as the twenty-fifth, thirly-fi^ond, 
thirty-eighth, fifty-firft, and hundred-and- 
thirtieth Pfalms, You may not be able to 
adopt all this language as your own : but it 
may be ufeful neverthelefs. To read the 
genuine expreflions of a contrite heart may 
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produce at leaft a convidlion of the difpa- 
rity between the frame of mind poirelled 
by the writer and yourfelf ; and fuch a 
conviclion may be accompanied with a 
fenfation of ihame and grief. 

It is alfo of importance that you read 
the fcriptures bi/ yeurfetf. To read a por- 
tion of them in your families is rights and 
ought not to be neglefted ; but there is a 
wide difference, as to perfonal advantage^ 
.between this and reading theiji alonef. 
Your mind may then be more at liberty for 
reflexions ; you can read, and paufe, and 
think, and apply the fubjeft to your cafe. 

It is of ftill greater importance to unite 
prayer with it. Reading the word of God 
and prayer, ai-e duties which mutually af- 
fift each othjpr; the one furniflieth us with 
<^onfeffions, pleas, and arguments, while 
the other promotes folemnity and fpiritu- 
ality of mind, which goes faither towards 
underftanding the fcriptures, than a libraiy 
of expofitions. 

It was in one of thefe feafons of retire- 
ment that David put up this petition, -I 
have gone ajlray like a loji Jheep : feek thy 
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fervanti for I do not forget thy <sminia?id'' 
mcnts.^ He feems to have bad iri . hi* 
thoughts the: condition: of a pdor wanderV 
ing flreepi ^^t bad left the flock; and the 
rich paftures whither' it wa6 wont to. be led \ 
ranging rather like a native of the woods,) 
than one which h^ beenufed t(> h^ led,; 
and fed, arid protected; by aii owner. B^rr 
wildercd? by itfe dwn wanderings, entangled 
in' the thorns and hiiers of tlie wildernefcii 
arid expofed to- beafts of prey, it feels itj^ 
forlorn condition; and bleats after the ihept 
herd and the fLock? Is there nothing ioL 
this that may. ftiit tliy^cafc? Yets,, thou art 
the man!. .Thou haft goiie aftj^ay like a 
loft iheeji, got entangledan. thine owii corf 
ruptions^. and' k no weft not how to:find the 
way back: yet it; may be thou haft uot/ofr 
gotten: hi^- cammamdmeni^y nor uttej^ly loft 
the favour of thofe happy days when walk- 
ing in theiiu Let thy prayer then be di- 
re6led, like that of the Pfalinifl*, to the 
good fliepherd of the Iheep, Seek thy fer- 
mnt t 
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Prayer is a kind of religious exercHe 
which is neceffary to acconipany all others. 
Jn e'oery thing by prayer and fupplicationj 
with thank/givingy let your requejls be made 
htatvn unto God. Solemn approaches to 
God are adapted to imprefs the mind with 
a fenfe of fin, and to infpire us with felf- 
abhorrence on account of it. It was by a 
view of the holinefs of God that Ifaiah felt 
himfelf to be a man of unclean lips ; and by 
converfing with him that Job was brought 
to abhor himfelfy and repe^it in duji 9nd ajkes. 
Tlie very exercife of prayer carries in it an 
implication that our help muji come from 
above; a truth which in all cafes it is highly 
neceffary for us to know, and with which, 
in this cafe efpecially, we cannot be too 
deeply impreffed. We eafily get out of the 
way; but if ever we return to it, it muft 
be by his influence who rejioreth our foutSj 
and leadeth us in the paths of right eoufnefs^ 
for his name fake. 

To tell a peifon who is out of the way, 

that he has no help in himfelf, and that if 

ever he get in again it muft be by the re- 

ftoring gracQ of God, may feem to fome 

jjcople paradoxical and diflieartening : but 
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4t lis a truth, '^nd a truth M'hich if properly 
umlei^ood and felt, would go farther to- 
wards -dur recovery than we at fii-ft may 
apprehend. Paul found that when he was 
Weak thMwas' he Jiwng ; and many others 
have found the fame. The more we are 
'eAi'ptied'cf felf-fufticiency, the more (enfi- 
bly fliall we feel our dependaiice, and the 
;more importunately implore tliat the Lord 
•^wo^uld faye us as it were from ourfelves, 
.Ojiid reftore wsfor his name fake. 

-'*"' Thrs was' the way in which Ave at firft 
found rcft for our fouls, and this mu(l be 
;lhe way in \vliich Ave recover it. An awak- 
ened 'finncr frequently labours hard after 
pe'aele^\\Vithout being able to obtain it.. 
Wherefore? Becaufe he fceks itnotby faith^ 
'dilt ds if were by the works of the lore, Jlum- 
bCuig at'theJiuyjibliTtg-Jione. In all his la- 
"boii^s there is It large portion ot felf-righ- 
"teous lidpe, ov an idea that God will pity 
him on account of his painful endeavours 
• to pleafe him. But this is like bad flefh in 
a wound, Avhich mull be eaten out before 
it can be healed. If ever he obtain peace,, 

.H 3 . 
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it tnoft be by utterly defpaiiiiigof.aU kielp' 
from himfelf, and falling, a$ 4 .fianer ear 
tirely loft, into the arms of fo¥er€ign twer- 
cy. This is waHcing in the good -old xvay^ 
which brings r0 tp the fbni; and the fame 
fenfe of our infufficieflcy which 1% neceflary 
to find reft in the firft iftfl^nce,' is equally 
neceffary to find i< ih all tbat follow. 

We may pray from year to year, ancf 
all without efFe<3, It is only the prayer of 
faith that fuccceds; the diftinguifliing cha- 
rafteriftic of which is, ander qj fenfe of there 
being no hejp in us, to lay. hold of thq mer- 
cy and faithfuhiiefs of God, a$ r^v^aled in 
the gofpel. David for a time givmed^ and 
even roaredy b^ reafon of the difyuietiiefii qf 
his heart : but he obtained no relief frooo 
this. On the contrary, he funk deeper 
and deeper into defpoud'ei.ncy. . ^U length* 
lie betook him to another manner of {\i'ay- 
ing. Out of the pe?ths cried J untp 
THEE .... and thou heardejl my voice f 
We find him here pleading the exceeding 
greatnefs of God's mercy ^ and the pkntkouj^ 
tiefs of his redemption. * Here he found r^ft 

* Psalm Kxxviii. and cxjbx. 
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for huj ibul ! ~-Jonah alfo-for a time was in 
much the £am€ (late. With a confcience 
to far awafeei^ as to deprive him of all 
enjoyment, he retired to the bottom of tlie 
&i^; and weai*ied with the load of his 
g^uiitj flept away hi^ titpe. Even the hor- 
foi'5» of a tempeft did not awaken him. At 
length being ix)ufed, and reproved by hea- 
theas^ and marked oiit by lot as tlie guilty 
pedbo, he confefTes who he is, and what 
he liad done, and advHes tliem to caft him 
into the fea. Humanity ftruggles for a 
time with the elements, . but in vain ; he 
Biuft be caft away. Think what a ftate of 
Blind he maii at thijs time have poifefied ! 
He 28 thro^vn into the deep, is fwallowed 
by a fiih, iuKt retains bis reafon even in 
tliat fituation ; but no light Uiines^ upon his 
foul. Conceiving himfelf to be on the 
point of expiring, his..heait fighed within 
him, I am eqfi out vf . thy Jighi ! .But ere 
the thought had well paflbtl i\k mind, ano- 
tlier ftruck him .... Yd will I look again 
towards thy holy tetnple! He looked, and 
was lightened: Out of the belly of hell cried 
I unto thee, and thou hmi^deji my mice ! 
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Secondly, ReJleB an the aggrahatbig 
tircumjiances of thine offences^ or onr thofe 
things which render it an evil and bit- 
ter THING to hme departed from the living 
God, and to have Jinned againji him in . tfie 
manner thou haji ifow^.— -Every yet urn to 
God begins with reflection. ./ thought on 
my xcaySy and turned my feet miio thy tejii^ 
monies — Commune with thine onn heaft 
upon thy bed, a7id he Jiill* ^ If itUe God 
againft whom I have tinned had been like 
the idols of this woi'Id, I rhight hiave 
been juftified in dejmrting from him: bilt 
I have aded the part of the backfliding 
Ifraelites, who were the orily people who 
had a God worth cleaving to, and yet 
were the only people diltinguiihed by .their 
licklenefs. The world cleave clofe enc^ugh 
to their gods, which yet are no gbds: 
but I have committed thofe two ^evils at 
which the heavens are aftbniflied. ^ I liaVe 
forfaken the fountaiiv of living watei'S, 
and hewed'to ravfelf cifterhs, broken elf- 
terns that can hold no water! If tlus 
fervice of the Lord had been a heavy 

- ■ ■ 
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yoke, and if the way of his command- 
ments had been an unfvuitful and.mifer- 
able path, I might have fome plea for 
deferting it ; but what have I gained, 
except guilt, and fliame, and wretched- 
nefs, by leaving him? Was he a barren 
wildernefs to me, or a land of darkneis ? 
How can I anfwer his tender, yet cut- 
ting expoftulations — my people, what 
have I done unto ihee ; wherein have I 
zvearied thee? Tejiify againji me!' 

* If I had been born and educated a 
benighted pagan, a deluded mahomedan, 
or a fuperftitipus papift; if the oracles 
of God had been withheld from me ; or if 
I had lived all my days in a ftate of igno- 
rance and infenfibility, like multitudes in 
my native country, the fins that I have 
committed had been little in comparifon 
of what they now are. I have verged 
near to the unpardonable fin. It is 
againft light and loxe that .1 have oflfen- 
ded. He has been as a hulband unto 
me; but I have forfaken him, and have 
gone after other lovers. Yet he ftill in- 
vites me to return .... And what hin- 
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* (lereth? I am not ftraitened in him, but 

* in my own bowels. Lord fave me fronr 

* rtiyfdf ! Stirelif I will return to myjlrjl 

* hufband^ for thin was it better with me 

* than now. ' 

Thirdly, Re/ieB on the goodnefs of God 
in having hitherto borne rvith thee^ and pre^ 
vented thyjins from fulhf operating accord' 
ing to their native tendency. — Tt is a com- 
mon obfervation that one fin leads on to 
another. Of this, hiftory and experience 
furnilR many tragical e:ianiples. The- 
fauntfering indolence of -David' occafionbd 
bis -adultery* Adultery when committed 
muft be caticealleil, abd this leads to treach- 
ery and intrigue. Wh€n thefe fail,? re- 
cburfe b had to murder: And when the 
murder is effefled, to <:ai^ry on fehe conceal- 
ment, the event muft be attributed to pro- 
vidence — The fword deooaretk one^as well as 
miotherl The connexion between unclean- 
»efs and blood is ilrongly marked in the 
hiftory of human crimes. A large propor- 
tion of thofe who have been publicly exe- 
cuted for the one, were induced to perpe'- 
trate tbe horrid deed as a covert to tlife 
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tbtlier. And haft thou been taniperinnj.with 
thefe vices; playing at the. hole, of the 
cockatrice den? How is it that death and 
heli have not ere now fwallowed thee up ? 
i3ehold that wretch who went but yetterd^y 
to fufttr the juft vengeance of his country, 
for having murdered the obje6l whom he 
had firft feduced; and fee what thou might- 
eft, have been I Is it not owing to Angular 
^niercy that thy fins h^ve been reftrained 
from their wonted and deadly iffues? 

.. It may be fome who have been compa- 
nions, or at le^-ft cotemporaries, Mith thee 
in, the firft ftages of fin, have mean while 
been fuflered to make more rapid progrcfs. 
Their. foUies have ended in infamy, while 
thine have been reftvain^d, ,and compara- 
tively hid. And it is pqfl[ible„ while. t|ie 
public voice has been raifed againft them, 
tho.u haft joined it. And thinkeji thou this, 
O many that judgeji them which do Juch 
things, and doeji the fam£, that thou Jjiait 
efcape the judgement of God ? Or dcfpifc/i 
thou the riches, of his goodnejs, and forbear'- 
ance, and long-fuffering, . not hmiving that 
the goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repen- 
tance ? If the recoUeftion of fuch things 
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leadeth thee not to repentance, it is a dark 
(ign of fl Jiard and impenitent hearty treafur" 
ing up to it/elf wrath againjl the day of 
xvrathy and revelation of the righteous judge^ 
ment of God, 

Fourthly, Refled; on thejiate and exer- 
ci/es of thy mind in former times. — ^This was 
the counfel of the apoflle to the Hebrews, 
who, difheartened by perfecution, were half 
inclined to go back again to judaifm: Call 
to remembrance the former daySy in which, 
after that ye xvere illuminated, ye endured a 
great fight of affliStions, This was the coun- 
fel of our Lord hinifelf, to the churches of 
Ephefus and Sardis : Remember f^rom whence 
thou art fallen, and repent — Remember hcnv 
thou hafi received and heard, and hold fafi^ 
and repent.^ Afk thine own foul, ' Are there 

* no fcafons of tendernefs in my life which 

* it would be for my profit to recall to 

* mind ? I have profeffed repentance to- 

* wards God, and faith towards our Lord 

* Jefus Chrifl; and was it only a profeffion? 

* Was there not a time when my fins were 

* more bitter to me than death, and more 

• H^U X* 32. Rev, ii, 5, iii. 3. 
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dreaded than hell? How is it that I have 
turned again to folly ? Has fm changed 
its nature, or become lefs odious ? Rather 
is not the change in me? Was there not 
a time when the word of the Lord was 
precious to my foul; when my fabbaths 
were my happieft days, and godly people 
ray chofen companions ? Whence this 
lamentable change? Is Chrift or the gof- 
pel lefs precious than heretofore? I once 
thought that if I might but be found ia 
him, and live for ever with him and thofe 
that love him, I fliould not care what I 
loft or fuffered in the prefent world. 
x\nd was I all this time deceiving my- 
felf ? Were my repentance, and faith, 
and hope, and love, and joj?- all coun- 
terfeit ? I endured reproaches and loffes, 
as I fuppofed, for his name fake; and is 
it all in vain? Muft I at laft be fepa- 
rated for ever from him, and have. my 
portion with unbelievers? *^ O Lord, 
' have mercy upon me a moft wretched 
^ caitiff, and miferable fmner ! I have 
^ offended both againft heaven and earth 
^ more than my tongue can exprels! 
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Whither then may I go, or whither 
fliall I flee? To heaven I may be 
afliamed to lift up mine eyes, and on 
earth I find no place of refuge, or fuc- 
cour. To THEE, therefore, O Lord, 
do I run: to tpee do I humble my- 
felf. O Lord my Gpc}, my iins are 
great; but yet have mercy upon me, 
for thy great mercy. The great myf- 
tery, that God became man, was not 
** wrought for fmall or few offences. Tliou 
*' didft not give thy Son unto death for 
** little fins only; but for all the greateft 
** fins of the world, fo that the finner 
returns to thee with his whole heart, 
as I do here at this prefent. Where- 
fore have mercy on me O God, whofe 
property is always to have mercy. Have 
mercy upon me O Lord, for thy great 
mercy. O Lord I crave nothing for 
my own merits, but for thy nam^ falie, 
that it might be hallowed thereby, and 
for thy dear Son Jefus Chrift's fake."* 
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* That which is included in double reversed com- 
mas is apart of the prayer of Abp. Cranmer, who* 
itrough fear of man, had denied his faith^ but waf 
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This part of our Lord's counfel Avoultl 
apply not only to thofe who have fallen into 
gix)fs immoralities, but to fuch as haVe de- 
ferted the principles of the go/pel. It was 
aiked the Galatiand, through what medi- 
um it was that they firft received the fpi^it; 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith ?^ This queftion proceeds upon 
the principle of that being the true doc- 
trine which is produftive of the bed ^ffefts; 
And by the manner in which it is ihtro-- 
dnced, This only would I learfi of you, it 
is intimated that the folutioii is of itfelf 
fufficient tb determine what the true doc-^ 
rihe is. And what are the effefts produced 
by a relitiquifhmeht of the doftriiies ufually 
denominated evangelical? Nay, I might 
fay, by only a hefitation concerning thehi? 
I appeal to thofe who havt rtadfe the triaL 
Have you thfe fame joy afad peace in believ- 

notwithstanding burned to death. When brought td 
execution, which was at Oxford, on March 2J, 155ff, 
he uttered the above prayer; and, on the flames ap- 
proaching him, first thrust into the fire the hand with 
iK^hich he had signed his recantation. 

* Gal. iii 2. 
I 2 
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ing your prefent principles, as you had \\\ 
your former ones? Can you, or do you 
go to a throne of grace with the fame holy 
freedom as heretofore? Do you feel an 
equal concern for the falvation of youp 
poor ungodly neighbours? Rather is not 
the far greater part of your zeal con fumed 
in labouring to make profelytes -of ferious 
chriftians to your new way of thinking? 
Does the fociety of thofe who are like- 
minded with yourfelf, afford that inwai-d 
fatisfaclion which you onee enjoyed in the 
fellowlhip of thofe Avhom you ai*e now 
taught to pity as enthufiafts? If while pro- 
feffing thefe things you were ftrangers to 
them, you may anfwer thefe queftions in 
the affirmative : but if otherwife, you will 
not. Remember f7*om whence you are fallen^ 
end repent ! Remember haw you have receiv^ 
ed and heard, and hold faji, a7idrepe7it! 

Fifthly, Set apart fpecial times to 
humble yourfelf before God by fajiin^ and 
prayer. — Extraordinary cafes require the 
ufe of extraordinary means. When a great 
army was coming againft Jehofliaphat, it is 
faid^ he feared, and set hiuself to feek the 
Zorii, and proclaimid a fofi ikrou%hout ali 
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Judah. * But the lofs of the foul is of more 
account to you than the temporal overthrow 
of a country was to him. When Judah for 
its backflidings was under tlie frowns of 
God in Babylon, and had been fo for about 
feventy years, Daniel fays, I set my face 
unto the Lord God, to feek by prayer and 
fupplicationy with fajling aiid fackdoth and 
ajhes.'\ The apoftle Paul plainly intimates 
that there are tiuies wherein we are requir- 
ed to give our/elves to fajling and prayer. '^ 
And furely there can be no times in which 
thefe means are more neceflary than when 
we have got out of the way, and defire to 
recover it. There is much meaning in the 
words, He set himself to feek the Lord^ 
and I set my face tmto the Lord God. 
They denote fomething more than the or- 
dinary exercifes of prayer; even a fpecial 
fixednefs of the tlioughts, purpofes, and 
defires, to a particular objed: and God 
has ufually honoured thofe extraordinary 
approaches to him, when influenced by a 
pure motive, with fuecefs. It is true, we 



* 2 Chron. xx 3. 
+ Dan. ix. 3. J 1 Cor. vii. 5. 
I 3 
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may attend to duty in a fuperftitious, or 
felf- righteous 9p\nt\ reftingin it as an end, 
'inftead of ufing it as a mean : but this is 
not Jetting our face unto the Lord God^ or 
feeking him^ A day devoted to God in hu-* 
miliation, failing and prayer, occafionally 
occupied with reading fuitable parts of the 
holy fcriptures may, by the blefling of the 
Holy Spirit, contribute more to the fubdu- 
ing of fin, and the recovery of a right 
mind, than years fpent in a fort of half- 
hearted exercifes. 

Sixthl}'', To prayer it is necejfary to add 
watchfulnefs. — Our Lord unites thefe to- 
gether, as an antidote againft temptation. 
It has fomctimes been one of the devices 
of fatan, after a backflider has been draw- 
ing near to God, and ftrongly foliciting for 
mercy; yea, after a time has been fet apart 
for this particular purpofe, to ply him afrefh 
with fome powerful temptation : and while 
his mind has been unfufpicious, and it may 
be thinking itfelf to be fomewhat fecure on 
account of having fo lately been engaged 
in earneft dev^otion, he has been furprized, 
and overcome ! The confequence, as might 
be expedied^ has been, a future negleft of 
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j)rayer, under the idea that it muft have 
been mere hypocrify before, and would 
now be adding fin to fm. Inflead of de*^ 
pending upon fpiritual frames for prefer* 
vation, and efpecially when they are over; 
perhaps we ought to expeft that our com- 
forts (hould be fucceeded by conflicts. We 
know it was fo in feveral cafes recorded ia 
the fcriptures. Immediately after drink- 
ing at the fmitten rock at Rephidim, Ifrael 
was called to fight with Amalek. Paul's 
thorn in the flefli fucceeded to extraordi- 
nary revelations. Our Lord himfelf went 
up from Jordan into the wildernefs to be 
tempted of the devil. 

Seventhly, In your approaches to the Sa- 
vioury let it be under the charader in which 
youjirji applied to him for mercy ^ that oj a 
SINNER. — If you attempt to approach the 
throne of grace as a good man who has 
backflidden from God, you may find it 
impoffible to fupport that chara6ier. The 
reality of your conVerfion may be doubtful, 
not only in your apprehenfion, but in it- 
felf. Your approach therefore muft not be 
as one that is wafhed^ and 7ieedeth not^ favc 
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to wajh his feet : but as one who is defiled 
throughout, whofe hands and head^ and 
every part needs to be cleanfed. Do not 
employ yourfelf in raking over the rubbifh 
of your paft Hfe in fearch of evidence that 
you are a chriftian. You will not be able 
in your prefent ftate of mind to decide that 
qiieftion: nor would it be of any fervice to 
you if you could decide it. One thing is 
certain; you are rt^^wwer, a poor miferable 
perifliing finner: the door of mercy is open ; 
and you are welcome to enter in. Let your 
paft character then have been what it may, 
and let your converfion be ever fo doubt- 
ful, if you can from this time relinquifli all 
for Chrift, eternal life is before you. 

The Laodiceans, who, though com- 
pofing a chriftian church, were doubtful 
charaders ; are counfelled to deal with 
Chrift in the fame manner as finuers deal 
with him, for riches^ for right eoufuefs^ and 
for heavenly wifdomi. 

Laftly, In alt your fupplicationSy be 
contented itith nothing Jhort of a compleat 
recoroery. — It is poffible you may obtain fo 
much afcendency over your evil propeu- 
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fities tliat they may fecm to be flain before 
you; or at leaft, that you are in no par- 
ticular danger of yielding to them any 
more ; and yet you may not have reco- 
vered that holy reft in God, that fweet 
peace which arifes from confefliing our fina 
upon the head of the gofpel facrifice. 
But while this is the cafe there is no fecu- 
rity againft their revival. The fii*ft temp- 
tation by which you are alfaulted may af- 
ford lamentable proof that they are yet 
alive. Nothing will ferve as a prefervative 
againft the rifings of evil propenfities fliort 
of walking with God. There i» much \vt\r 
portant truth in that declaration of the 
apoftle, This I fay then, walk in thefpirity 
and ye Jhall not fulfil tht liijis of the flejh.^ 
Sin is not to be oppofed fo much direftly as 
indireftly; not by mere refiftance, but by 
oppofing other principles to it, which fliall 
overcome it. It is not by contending with 
the fire, efpecially with combuftible mate- 
rials about us, that we ihould be able to 
quench it ; but by dealing plentifully with 
the oppolite element. The pleafures of 

* Gal. V. \6. 
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fenfe will not be effeftually fubdued by 
foregoing all enjoyment ; but by imbibing 
other pleafures, the relifli of which Ihall 
deaden the heart to what is oppoiite. It 
was thus that the apoflle became dead to 
the world by the crofs of Chri/i. Do not 
therefSre reckon thyfelf reftored till thou 
haft recovered communion with God. Da- 
vid, though the fubjeft of deep contrition, 
yet was not contented without gaining this 
important point. Till then the poifori 
lurouid fiill at times be rankling in his ima- 
gination. Hence arofe the following peti- 
tions — Create in me a clean hearty O Gad, 
and renew a right fpirit xvithin me. Caji me 
not etway from thy prefence; and take riot 
thy Holy Spirit from me. Re/iore unto md 
the joy of thy falvation; and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit. * Make thefe petitions thy 
bwn; and if God grant the thing that 
thine heart defireth, go and fin. no more, 
left a woife thing come upon thee! 

• Psalm li. 10—12. 
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